in large part thanks to you. So many of you supported our

work in 2017 by donating. As a result, together we were
able to implement research and education projects that
tackled an array of challenges: the widespread bullying
of Muslim children; the often one-dimensional media
portrayal of American Muslims; the disengagement of
women and young people in mosques across the country;
and more.

I SPU’s 15th year was our most impactful yet, and this is

You utilized our work, generating positive impact in
your communities. In fact, 100% of those surveyed who
attended our education sessions said they would use
what they learned in their daily lives. And you spread the
word. By telling others about ISPU, you helped us reach
new communities, connecting them with critical research
and recommendations that aren’t available anywhere
else.

As a result, together we made a difference in the lives of
nearly 1000 changemakers, who gained access to tools,
training, data, and recommendations that strengthened
their work. We made a difference in the lives of the more
than 25,000 people we connect with regularly online and
the millions more who benefit from widespread media
coverage of ISPU’s data.
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While these numbers can seem abstract, the benefits
to each individual are clear. As Rana Elmir, the Deputy
Director of the ACLU in Michigan put it, “ISPU’s work is
extraordinary. | use it often in my own advocacy around
Muslim rights and find the research to be vital to our
advancement. | can’t overstate its importance to our
communities.” We couldn’t agree more.

And throughout 2017, our smart and committed team of
staff, board, scholars, and advisors continued to show
their wholehearted commitment to our overarching goal:
to conduct and widely share objective, solution-seeking
research that empowers American Muslims and those
working alongside them to build understanding, safeguard
American pluralism, and develop their communities.

“ ISPU’s work is extraordinary. |
use it often in my own advocacy
around Muslim rights and find

the research to be vital to our
advancement.

RANA ELMIR, Deputy Director, ACLU of Michigan




relevant, and impactful. Because of your support, we
were able to implement 11 research and education
projects in 2017 that met these high standards.

I SPU’s mission is to conduct research that is rigorous,

In March, we released our second annual American
Muslim Poll. The survey immediately made a splash
after a deeply divisive presidential election cycle, one in
which American Muslims were often a central topic of
conversation but seldom among the participants. The poll
made their voices heard. Highlights of our data show that:

* The number of American Muslims registered to vote
has increased from 60% in 2016 to 68% in 2017.

* 60% of American Muslims have faced religious
discrimination in the past year.

¢ 42% of Muslim families report that their children have
been bullied because of their religion—and one in four
bullying incidents targeting Muslim children involved a
teacher.

That final data point was an important wake-up call for
many. We shared it with over 3,000 educators at the
National Association of Independent School People of
Color Conference (NAISpocc), and it was highlighted by

NPR, New York Magazine, Vox, and other media outlets.
The data was even a factor in helping to encourage
American Muslim Health Professionals (AMHP) to organize
their National Interfaith Anti-Bullying Summit.

Our Muslims for American Progress (MAP) project
made its debut in January. MAP not only quantified the
contributions of American Muslims but also featured the
images and stories of real American Muslims. In a world
where 80% of media coverage of Muslims in the United
States is negative, our MAP data provided a powerful
counternarrative. We continue to discover Muslim
contributions as we expand the MAP project to New York
City.

ISPU’'s Reimagining Muslim Spaces (RMS) project
continued to provide actionable recommendations to
mosque leaders in 2017. We published two pivotal RMS
case studies: one on mosque crisis management and
another on conducting a community-centered imam
search. Not only have Muslim communities used them,
but a number of allies—including Faith in Public Life’s
network of more than 40,000 interfaith leaders—have
used the case study on crisis management to learn how
to be supportive of their Muslim neighbors during a time
of crisis.



What We
Learned from
MAP

MoRE THAN 1.5%

OF MICHIGAN’S
'DOCTORS ARE
MUSLIM.

MUSLIM-OWNED
BUSINESSES
EMPLOY OVER

100,000

MICHIGANDERS.

MICHIGAN MUSLIMS
DONATED OVER

$177 MILLION

TO CHARITY IN 2015.

The
Bullying Rroblem

Muslim families have children who are bullied because

of their religion. This is the type of data that Dr. Rukhsana
Chaudhry, a clinical psychologist and AMHP’s Director
of Mental Health Programming, needed to make others
realize anti-Muslim bullying was a serious problem.

I n 2017, our American Muslim Poll found that 42% of

The data “informed us that there was an objective need—
that it wasn't just case by case and anecdotal but it was
research-based,” Rukhsana explains. “And when you have
research, you can really draw upon that to . . . be able to
call this a public health issue.”

ISPU’s data combined with statistics about discrimination
facing youth in the Sikh and Jewish communities led
Rukhsana and the AMPH team to realize that different
faith communities need to unite to address something
they all face. In December 2017, AMPH’s National
Interfaith Anti-Bullying Summit brought together people
across faiths from a variety of disciplines—researchers,
educators, counselors, psychologists, and others—to
discuss how all could most effectively address bullying.

ISPU further partnered with AMPH on the summit, providing
the hard data needed to guide summit attendees in their
conversations. “In order to start that process, bring all of
these groups together from all of these communities and
different professions, we needed to understand what does
the research say,” Rukhsana says. Through a pre-summit
primer and a plenary presentation, ISPU brought together
all of the research on bullying across communities and
how it impacts mental health.

Ultimately, the summit produced a coalition of
changemakers who were empowered with the facts and
connections they needed to make a difference.

“For a long time, the American Muslim community has
been asking for proper research about the issues that
we face: health disparities, mental health issues, social
issues,” Rukhsana says. “ISPU began that work for our
community, [and its value] . . . is, | think, immeasurable.”




We Educated

whether through a Facebook post, a newspaper

Education was a vital part of our mission in 2017,
article, or a community event.

Our Muslims for American Progress project and its
corresponding photo narrative exhibit made appearances
across the country, providing accurate portraits of
American Muslims for those who may have never met
a Muslim. We set up shop in four different Busboys
and Poets restaurants in the DC area and the Michigan
Science Center in Detroit. We spoke to communities in
New York and rural Alpena, Michigan. The Detroit Metro
Times called our MAP study a “bright spot” in a year full
of Islamophobia and declared that “everyone in Michigan
should read this new report on the state’s Muslims.”

We directly reached more

than 5,900 people

through 47 events.

Our work on Islamophobia continued to educate
audiences nationwide. In September we went into the
Heartland to present at Montana State University. ISPU
Director of Research Dalia Mogahed spoke about the
dangers of Islamophobia to a packed auditorium of
engaged students.

¢¢ Everyone in Michigan
should read this new report
on the state’s Muslims.

MICHAEL JACKMAN, Detroit Metro Times

Then, she conducted a “master class” with a small group
of honors students, who were required to read reports
and articles including our American Muslim Poll. The
students impressed us with their intelligent and thoughtful
qguestions, and ISPU’s engagement paved the way for a
future free of bigotry.
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arah Harvard is
a New York City-
based journalist

whose work has been
featured in the Washington
Post, The Atlantic, The Guardian,
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and Mic, among others. Her reporting work often covers
religion, and she repeatedly finds herself frustrated by the
sources available for her articles.

“Finding eloquent, credentialed sources from diverse
backgrounds that accurately represent the American
Muslim community” was a challenge, she explains. “It is
hard enough to find data, numbers, and research on the
American Muslim community beyond the occasional Pew
Research Center study—and, oftentimes, they are skewed
in a certain direction.”

2017 was a year of countering misinformation. Due
to pressure from some public officials to designate the
Muslim Brotherhood as a “Foreign Terrorist Organization,”
we created an online resource page offering an extensive
collection of articles on the topic. In May, we brought
together experts to hold a panel on the political, legal, and
civic implications of designating the Muslim Brotherhood
as a Foreign Terrorist Organization. And in June, when
marches took place across the country to oppose Shariah
Law, ISPU countered fear with facts. We worked with
ISPU Scholar Dr. Asifa Quraishi-Landes to set up a radio
interview and place an op-ed in the Religion News Service
to offer a look at the origins of Shariah and whether or not
America should be so fixated on it.
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The
Intercept_

USA
TODAY

The Only Solid Resource

But that’s what makes ISPU unique.

“ISPU research does a remarkable job in covering
areas that are often overlooked in dialogue about the
community. . . .| ISPU is single-handedly the only solid
resource for journalists covering Islam and the American
Muslim community.”

With the help of the 2017 American Muslim Poll, Sarah
wrote several stories recapping our research findings and,
more notably, spearheaded a Mic video project on Muslim
Kids discussing their experience with bullying, amplifying
this issue for an audience of millions.

“| cannot think of any other research group that is
comparable to ISPU’s work and impact,” she says.

Our research appeared in
the media on more than

450 0Ccassions.

Atlantic
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We visited 3 6

communities this year.

pages of a report and into the hands of those that

make change. That is why in 2017, made possible
with your support, we worked to empower community
leaders, activists, and policy makers with facts.

ﬁ t ISPU, we want our research to move beyond the

Last year, our Reimagining Muslim Spaces (RMS) project
went on a cross-country roadshow with the help of the
Muslim Legal Fund of America. Our interactive workshop
enabled mosque leaders to make their Muslim spaces
more welcoming and inclusive for all, especially women,
converts, and young adults. After visiting 12 cities across
the country, we reached 556 Muslim leaders representing
300 institutions with our recommendations in person.
We also provided an online toolkit, which has received

Photo courtesy of the Muslim Legal Fund of America
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requests from across America and the world, from Iran
and the UK to South Africa and Canada.

In April, Director of Research Dalia Mogahed led a
workshop on implicit bias at the TED conference in
Vancouver, which exposed 40 participants to the impact
of anti-Muslim bias and asked them to brainstorm ways to
reduce it. In October, we organized a private professional
development workshop with Judy Carter that helped
Muslim thought leaders learn to better tap into and share
their own story with media. And, in 2017, the Department
of Justice (DOJ) encorporated our data into their
educational materials about Muslims, which they use to
train law enforcement, schools, interfaith and community
groups, and DOJ employees.



¢¢ ISPU isthereto =~
help us out.

MOHIB ULLAH, Co-chair, ADAMS Center
Engagement (ACE) committee

A candidate forum hosted by the ADAMS Civic Engagement (ACE) committee
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ISPU’'s American Muslims and the

2016 Elections report “gave us a voice that validated our




ur Finances

REVENUE EXPENSES
Fundraising
Events
Programs 16.7%
31.3%
73.3% ‘ Administration
i 0,
Foundations Individuals 10.0%
29.6%
39.1%

2017 2016

Audited Audited
REVENUE
Institutional Grants* $256,000 $284,001
Individual Contributions 338,470 228,509
Event Revenue (net of expenses) 270,753 222,214
In-Kind Donations 1,818 6,298
Other 1,308 259
Total Revenue 868,349 741,281
EXPENSES
Programs / Research 877,825 740,988
Fundraising 199,694 187,620
Administration 120,436 115,650
Total Expenses 1,197,955 1,044,258
ASSETS
Net Assets (beginning of year) 1,259,176 1,562,153
Net Assets (end of year) 929,570 1,259,176
Change in Net Assets* -$329,606* -$302,977*

*In 2015, ISPU was awarded several multi-year grants to be expended in subsequent years. Following
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), the entire amount of the granted funds were recorded as
income in 2015 while the expense were recorded throught out the life of the multi-year grants.



Our Contributors

Thank you to the 570 contributors who made our work possible in 2017, including the following individuals.

GROUNDBREAKERS

TRAILBLAZERS

Yearly Gifts of $5000+

Anonymous (2)
Sara and Sohaib Abbasi
Faria Abedin

Drs. Mustafa Ahmed & Maryam
Rahman

Drs. Muzammil & Asra Ahmed
Drs. Nejd & Fauzia Khan Alsikafi

Drs. Jawad Arshad & Ayesha
Mahmood

Dr. Yahya Basha
CIG Capital Advisors

Dermatology Specialists of Canton,
PLLC

GHSRK Yar Family Fund
Hamzavi Dermatology

The Hamzavi Foundation
Drs. litefat & Jabeen Hamzavi
Khan Family Foundation

Drs. Mohammed Nasir Khan &
Shazia Ahmed

Dr. Mohammed Maaieh & Mrs.
Raniah Jaouni

Dr. Shahzad I. Mian & Ms. Uzma
Ahmad

Parveen Siddiqui Trust

Premier Cardiovascular Specialists
PC

Mr. Quaid Saifee & Dr. Azra Hakimi
Dr. Jawad Shah & Mrs. Muna Jondy

Mr. Haanei Shwehdi & Dr. llaaf
Darrat

Dr. Athar & Mrs. Nuzhat Siddiqui
Saima Siddiqui & Kamran Khan

Dr. Jiab Suleiman & Mrs. Mona
Dudeen

Drs. Tipu Sultan & Nigar Kirmani
William & Linda J. Green Fund

CHAMPIONS

Connectors & Hosts

Anonymous (2)
Mr. Mohammad & Dr. Nadira Adil
Aneelah Afzali

Drs. Mustafa Ahmed & Maryam
RELINEN

Osama & Ayesha Albibi

Mr. Mazen Asbahi & Dr. Lena
Shahbandar

Yearly Gifts of $1000-4999

Anonymous (4)
Ameed Abdulrazzak
Antonietta Abuzeid

Drs. Shaheda Ahmed &
Mohammed Yusuf

Dr. Sana R. Ahmed

Dr. Shafi Ahmed

Dr. Zulfigar & Mrs. Nadia Ahmed
Mr. Qamar & Dr. Lubna Ahsan
Shereef Akeel & Dahlia Afr
Osama & Ayesha Albibi

The Alnour Foundation

Dr. Abed & Mrs. Ghada Alo
Apex Behavioral Health

Mr. Mazen Asbahi & Dr. Lena
Shahbandar

Dr. Moumen Asbahi & Mrs. Dalia
Mohammad

Drs. Razan Asbahi & Safwan
Halabi

Aishah Aslam

Dr. Malaz & Mrs. Hend Atassi
Dr. Walid & Mrs. Rima Azmeh
Dr. Safwan Badr

Dr. Sami & Mrs. Wafaa Baraka
Kenan Basha & Mariam Kandil
David & Judith Bonior

M. Gasby Brown

Shafquat Chaudhary

Drs. Farrokh Dehdashti & Bahar
Bastani

Dr. Cheryl & Imam Abdullah EI-
Amin

Dr. Mohamed Elnabtity & Mrs.
Rania Zagho

Dr. Kashif & Mrs. Haniya Firozvi
Mohammed Ghaleb

Cindy Goldberg

Drs. Tauqir & Saima Goraya

Dr. Abdul & Mrs. Anees Hafeez

Dr. Saif Hafeez & Mrs. Eram
Minhajuddin

Yusuf Hai & Amera Ahmed

Dr. Karam Dana
Roohina Diwan & Ahmed Zaafran

Juman Doleh-Alomary & Omar
Alomary

Dr. Jamal Hammoud
Drs. lltefat & Jabeen Hamzavi
Dr. Abdelmajid & Mrs. Gada Jondy

Hamadeh Educational Services,
Inc

Dr. Sadiq Haque & Mrs. Nadia
Zaman

Dr. Kamal Hasan

Dr. Hussein & Mrs. Noura Huraibi
Maliha & Nauman llias

Dr. Nauman & Mrs. Farah Imami

Dr. Muhammad & Mrs. Naheed
Jamil

Dr. Taha & Mrs. Joanna Jamil

Dr. Rami & Mrs. Karma Jandali
Dr. Abdelmajid & Mrs. Gada Jondy
Dr. Ahmad Kaddurah

Dr. Abdalmajid Katranji & Mrs.
Hala Taifour

Syed Arif Khalid

Ali & Najiyah Khan

Hena N. Khan & Farrukh Saleem
Khirfan Financial, Inc.

Shirley Ma

Dr. Adel Magid

Dr. Kanwal Mahmood

Dr. Tamer H. Mahmoud

Dr. Abdul Majid & Mrs. Sobia Khan
Sherif & Sherine Marakby
lg,/l(i:chigan Gastroenterology Clinic

Dr. Syed & Mrs. Atiya Mohiuddin
Dr. Hashem Mubarak

Munira & Amer Haider Fund
Moheeb & Nissrine Murray

Rishi Narayan

Owosso Medical Group

Dr. Hanif & Mrs. Khadija Peracha
Drs. Aliya & Kashif Poshni

Mr. Salmaan T. Quader & Dr. Asra
Hamzavi-Quader

Dr. Humayun Quadir

Habeeb Quadri

Abdullah & Feroza Raffee

Iman Rathur

Aamir A. Rehman & Hina Ghory

Hena N. Khan & Farrukh Saleem

Drs. Mohammed Nasir Khan &
Shazia Ahmed

Dr. Hashem Mubarak

Drs. Aliya & Kashif Poshni
Alia Salem

Dr. Atif & Mrs. Nadya Shafgat

Dr. Mohammad Nasser Sabbagh

Dr. Adnan Sadiq & Mrs. Saman
Ikhlas

Mr. Farrukh Syed & Dr. Nikhat
SEIEINEL

Dr. Mohammed & Mrs. Sadiqua
SEIEE

Hana Sankari

Drs. Abdullah & Esha Sayed
Dr. Atif & Mrs. Nadya Shafgat
Dr. Tharackandathil Shanavas
Shareef Family Fund

Dr. Jamaluddin Shariff & Mrs.
Shireen Syed

Haroon S. Sheikh

Dr. Khaled Shukairy

Dr. Niman Shukairy

Shwehdi Spine Inc

Dr. Atif Siddigi & Mrs. Salma Arif

Dr. Raffat A. Siddiqi & Mr. M.
Wajahat

Siddiqui Orthodontics, PC

Drs. Suleman Siddiqui & Fawzia
Ahmed

Syed Management LLC
Dr. Najam & Mrs. Yasmin Syed

Dr. Saif U. Syed & Mrs. Kulsoom
Khan

The SYMN Foundation

Dr. Jukaku & Mrs. Faiziya Tayeb
Dr. Ibrahim Tuna

Drs. Kamal & Mona Yassin

Dr. Ehab Youssef

Alaa Zaghmout

Dr. S. Saeed Zaman

Dr. Ferras Zeni & Mrs. Serene
Katranji

Dr. Tallal M. Zeni & Mrs. Marwa
Raslan-Zeni

Dr. Mohamed A. Zineddin

Dr. Hoda S. Abdelaty Zohdy

Dr. Marwa Zohdy

Drs. Tobias Zuchelli & Eva Alsheik

Dr. Jawad Shah & Mrs. Muna Jondy
Saima Siddiqui & Kamran Khan
Drs. Tipu Sultan & Nigar Kirmani

Dr. Saif U. Syed & Mrs. Kulsoom
Khan

Huma & Tariq Yasin



Our Team

STAFF

Meira Neggaz
Executive Director

Dalia Mogahed
Director of Research

Nadia Ahmed
Director of Finance

Amal Beydoun
Senior Development Manager

Stephen McGrath
Senior Communications Manager

Manal Baker
Development Manager

Sarrah Buageila
Project Manager

Sarah Elsayed
Administrative Assistant (partial)

Katie Grimes
Communication & Creative Media Specialist

\EREINBEINEL
Research Manager

Nancy Titus
Administrative Assistant (partial)

SCHOLARS

Hassan Abbas
Engy Abdelkader
Wahiba Abu-Ras
Sameera Ahmed
Nadia Ansary
Kristine Ajrouch
Laila Alawa
Sahar Aziz

Ihsan Bagby
Abbas Barzegar
Hatem Bazian
Elisabeth Becker
Alejandro Beutel
Louise Cainkar
Youssef Chouhoud

Karam Dana

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Saima Siddiqui
Board Chair, Maryland

Mustafa Ahmed
Vice Chair, Florida

Aamir A. Rehman
Treasurer, New York

Kashif Poshni
Secretary, Maryland

lltefat Hamzavi
Founding Chair Emeritus, Michigan

Sara Abbasi, California

Muzammil Ahmed, Michigan

M. Gasby Brown, Georgia

Nauman Imami, Michigan

Syed Mohiuddin, Washington, D.C.
Moheeb Murray, Michigan

Ahmad Nassar, Virginia

Shariq Siddiqui, Indiana

Marwa Zohdy, lllinois

Manijeh Daneshpour
Omar Ezzeldine
Kathleen Foley
Hamada Hamid
Ben Herzig
Altaf Hussain
Arsalan Iftikhar
Rebecca Karam
Nancy Khalil
Saeed Khan
Amal Killawi
Lance Laird
Heather R. Laird
Erik Love

Julie Macfarlane

Faiga Mahmood

BOARD OF ADVISORS

Akbar Ahmed
American University

Hon. David E. Bonior
Former Congressman

John Esposito
Georgetown University

Muneer Fareed
University of Cape Town

Sherman Jackson
University of Southern California

Aminah McCloud
DePaul University

Sulayman Nyang
Howard University

James Piscatori
Durham University

Hadia Mubarak
Aasim Padela

Asifa Quraishi-Landes
Zahra S. A. Rafie
Kumar Rao

Louay Safi

Muniba Saleem
Sikander Ahmed Shah
Carey Shenkman
Tasneem Siddiqui
Abdulkader Sinno
Daniel Tutt

Asma Uddin

John Voll

Radwan Ziadeh



Thank You

n behalf of all of us at ISPU, thank you!

As we reflect on the successes we celebrated in

2017 and the impact we made, we are overcome
with gratitude to you for making it happen. Whether you
are a pioneer donor who has championed ISPU’s work for

years, or you have just joined our family of supporters, we
thank you. Your generosity makes our work possible.

With your support, we have come a long way. Through
research and education, we addressed timely and often

daunting challenges that American Muslims face. But
there is still so much more to be done, and we remain
steadfast in our commitment to promoting understanding,
inclusivity, and pluralism. We are confident that together
we can continue to challenge narratives of fear and
develop stronger communities.

Thank you for the confidence you placed in our work and
in our mission throughout last year. We look forward to
your continued support in 2018 and beyond.

Amal Beydoun
Senior Development Manager
Institute for Social Policy and Understanding

Stay Engaged

» MAKE OUR WORK HAPPEN

Donate or become a sustainer.

P CREATE IMPACT WITH US

Utilize our data, our work, our tools.

ISPU reports aid in amplifying
the work and voice of Muslims,
especially when we’re visiting

» BE AN EDUCATOR

Introduce ISPU to your network.

elected officials and mak][ing]
calls to representatives.

HASSAN SHEIKH, Executive Director,
Emgage Michigan




Stay in Touch

MICHIGAN OFFICE
6 Parklane Blvd Suite 510
Dearborn, M| 48126
Phone: (313) 436-0523

WASHINGTON D.C. OFFICE
1110 Vermont Ave NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 768-8749

Email: info@ispu.org

WWW.ISpuU.org




