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In recent years, the state of Islamic educa� on in the United States has come under heavy 
scru� ny, assuaged by fears that US mosques produce radical young Muslims. The growth in 
the number of Islamic schools and ins� tu� ons across the country, as well as the size of the 
Muslim-American popula� on, deserves more a� en� on.

The Islamic Educa� on Conference was held on April 6, 2006 and hosted by Georgetown 
University’s Prince Al Waleed Bin-Talal Center for Muslim-Chris� an Understanding and 
the Ins� tute for Social Policy and Understanding. The conference a� racted approximately 
125 Muslim educators, parents, and university students for a day of sharing informa� on 
through presenta� ons, discussions, and research.  Panels were presented by scholars, 
teachers, and principals from varying fi elds and backgrounds.  Each had varying perspec-
� ves on topics, but nearly all presenters opened their speeches by expressing the need for 
more research on Islamic educa� on in the United States.  

Presented by Prince Alwaleed Bin-Talal Center for Muslim-Chris� an Understanding and 
the Ins� tute for Social Policy and Understanding 
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Conference Program

Breakfast

Welcome
Yvonne Haddad, Ph.D.
Prince Alwaleed Bin-Talal Center for Chris� an-Muslim Understanding

Mazen Asbahi, J.D.
ISPU Board of Directors

Anwar Ibrahim
Former Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia

Panel 1: What Makes Islamic Educa� on Islamic? Theore� cal 
Considera� ons
Chair: Zareena Grewal, Ph.D. candidate, Univ. of Michigan, ISPU tBoard Member

Barnaby Reidel, Ph.D. candidate, Univ. of Chicago
“Characterizing” the Ummah: Islamic Educa� on and its Social Reproduc� on in the U.S.

Zakiyyah Muhammad, Ed.D., American Ins� tute on Islamic Educa� on
“What makes an Islamic School Islamic? Theore� cal Considera� ons for the Educa� on and 
Status of Muslim Teachers”

Nadeem Memon, Ph.D. candidate, Univ. of Toronto
“Adamic Educa� on: Toward Implemen� ng the Essence of Islamic Educa� on”

Omar Bajwa, Cornell Univ.
“Delinea� ng Hamza Yusuf’s Pedagogical Philosophy”
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Panel 2: Islamic Full-Time Schools: Trends, Choices and Cases
Chair: Saeed Khan, Ph.D. candidate Wayne State Univ., ISPU Fellow

Jasmin Zine, Ph.D., Wilfrid Laurier University
“Safe Havens or Religious Ghe� os? Narra� ves of Islamic Schooling in Ontario”

Omar Ezzeldine, Ed.D., Tus� n High School
“Teacher Reten� on and Other Lessons for Muslim Schools”

Abukar Arman, Columbus Public Schools
“Why Choose an Islamic School? Columbus as a Case Study”

Louis Cris� llo, Ph.D., Columbia University
Making Boundaries and Building Bridges: The Case for the Muslim Day School as a Civil 
Society Actor”

Hakim Rashid 
“Sister Clara Muhammad Schools”

Lunch

Panel 3: Higher Educa� on Panel: Liminal Spaces,
Cri� cal Policies
Chair: Muneer Fareed, Ph.D., Wayne State Univ. and ISPU Board of Advisors

Anna Bowers, Vassar College
“The Search for Jus� ce: Islamic Pedagogy and Inmate Rehabilita� on”

Zareena Grewal, Ph.D., University of Michigan
“The Poli� cs of Islamic Pedagogy: Transna� onal Intellectual Networks”

Shabana Mir, Ph.D., University of Indiana
“Do we belong on campus? Muslim Students and University Policies”

Louay Safi , Ph.D., Islamic Society of North America
“Imam Educa� on”

Conference Program -con� nued-
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Panel 4: Teaching How to Teach Islam: Cultural Competency, 
Curriculum, and Educa� on Policy
Chair: Omar Al-Talib, Ph.D., Minaret of Freedom Ins� tute

Susan Douglass, Council on Islamic Educa� on
“Islam and Curriculum Reform”

Maha ElGenaidi, Islamic Networks Group
“Teaching Islam to Hospital and Law Enforcement Offi  cials”

Afeefa Syeed, Al-Fa� h Academy
“School and Community Rela� ons”

Break

Panel 5: Lessons Learned: Moving Forward
Chair: Saeed Khan, ISPU fellow, Ph.D. candidate at Wayne State University

Sulayman Nyang, Ph.D., Howard University
“Islamic Educa� on Reconsidered”

Mohamed Nimer, Ph.D., American University
“Muslims, Educa� on and American Pluralism”

Barbara Sahli, Ed.M., Harvard University
“Authen� c Intera� ons: An Anecdote to the Anonymity of Otherness”

Karen Keyworth, Islamic Schools League of America
“Support Network for Islamic Schools and Data Based Profi les”

Dawud Tauhidi, Crescent Academy Interna� onal
“The Challenge of Integra� on in American Muslim Educa� on”

Patricia Hanson-Qureshi, Ph.D. candidate, University of Wisconsin
“School Headwear Policies: Legal Landscape , Policy Implica� ons and Parent’s Role in Col-
labora� ng with Public School Districts”
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Panel 6: Islamic Schools: A Conversa� on with Educators
Chair: Habeeb Quadri, Principal at MCC Islamic School

Ma� hew Moes, Ed.M., Islamic Associa� on of North Texas Quranic Academy
“Islamic Schools as Change Agentss”

Seema Imam, Ph.D., Na� onal Louis University
“Pedagogy and Muslims in the American Landscape”

Hamed Ghazali, Ph.D., MAS Council of Islamic Schools
“Serious Academic Challenges Facing Islamic Schools”

Freda Shamma, Ph.D., Founda� on for Advancement and Development of Educa� on and 
Learning
“Trends: Literature for Muslim American Students”

Ahmad Al-Akhras, Ph.D., Columbus Public Schools
“Trends in Muslim Educaiton in the US”

Closing Remarks
Muzammil Ahmed, M.D., Member, ISPU Board of Directors

Conference Program -con� nued-
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 The Islamic Educa� on Conference was held on April 6, 2006 and hosted by George-
town University’s Al Waleed Bin-Talal Center for Muslim-Chris� an Understanding.  The con-
ference a� racted approximately 125 Muslim educators, parents, and university students for 
a day of speeches, discussion, and exchanging ideas and research.  Scholars, teachers, and 
principals were among the experienced and knowledgeable panel of presenters.  Each had 
varying perspec� ves and topics, but nearly all opened their presenta� ons by expressing the 
need for more research on Islamic educa� on in the United States.  This common under-
standing for the future gave the event energy and con� nuity, bringing together the present-
ers’ various approaches to Islamic educa� on.  
 The conference began with an opening address by Dr. Yvonne Haddad of the Prince 
Alwaleed Bin-Talal Center for Chris� an-Muslim Under-standing. Mazen Asbahi, represent-
ing ISPU as its execu� ve director, briefed everyone on ISPU’s mission, goals, and ini� a� ves. 
As a research ins� tute that is about “genera� ng ideas and promo� ng and suppor� ng intel-
lectual capital”, Asbahi says, “ISPU is not a religious organiza� on or advocacy group and is 
not speaking on behalf of the American Muslim community or claiming to be experts on 
Islam and Muslims. 
 Anwar Ibrahim, the Former Prime Minister and Educa� on Minister of Malaysia, is 
a visi� ng researcher at the Prince Al Waleed Bin-Talal Center for Muslim-Chris� an Under-
standing. He shared some of his experiences as Educa� on Minister as well as his obser-
va� ons of the state of educa� on in Malaysia, the Middle East, and the West in general.  
According to Ibrahim, the challenge of educa� on reform is reenergizing intellectual and 
academic discourse in a manner that is relevant to both academics and the Muslim com-
munity at large.  This democra� za� on of not just educa� on but the quality of educa� on 
brings the importance of looking at classical Western philosophy and educa� on in addi� on 
to Middle Eastern educa� on. He encouraged intellectuals to engage values shared with 
other faith communi� es and regions, looking to their intellectuals like Confucius, Tagore, 
Sen, and Iqbal as brother sources with similar principles of faith, morality, and scholarship.  
He challenged Muslims to bridge the gap between academics and the community.
 The fi rst panel examined theories of Islamic educa� on, par� cularly the fundamen-
tal ques� on of what cons� tutes “Islamic” educa� on and its philosophy of pedagogy. 
Barnaby Reidel presented his ongoing research project, “Characterizing the Ummah: Is-
lamic Educa� on and its Social Reproduc� on in the United States.”  His fi ndings suggest that 
Islam has come to be defi ned among teachers and administrators principally in terms of a 
system of universal and ethical values as opposed to a set of beliefs based on a revealed 
book, a culture linked with a historical civiliza� on, or an inherited legacy based on a com-
mon origin. As such, “Islamic educa� on” has come to emphasize the cul� va� on of Muslim 
character through the instan� a� on of values and ethics rather than, as was tradi� onally the 
case, explicit knowledge of the Qur’an. The ar� cula� on of Islam as a system of values, and 
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the concomitant turn towards character educa� on, must be interpreted in light of par� cu-
lar adapta� onal pressures. 
 In “What Makes an Islamic School Islamic? Theore� cal Considera� ons for the Educa-
� on and Status of Teachers,” Dr. Zakiyyah Muhammad proposed that the need for a quality 
teacher and administra� ve university prepara� on program in Islamic educa� on represents 
the greatest challenge Muslim schools in the United States confront followed by the need 
for a unifi ed curricula and the educa� on of ill-equipped and misdirected school board 
members.  Her research at the American Ins� tute on Islamic Educa� on has determined that 
teachers that are prepared and creden� aled in a tradi� onal American college or university 
exert enormous infl uence in the school environment even if their educa� onal philosophy 
and prac� ces are an� the� cal to Islamic educa� on.  Muhammad and The American Ins� -
tute on Islamic Educa� on worked in partnership with the University of California, Irvine to 
develop a Teaching Cer� fi cate in Islamic Educa� on for Muslim Teachers in Islamic Schools.  
The program’s goal is to address Islamic educa� on as pedagogy, specifi cally the philosophy, 
principles and prac� ce of Islamic educa� on from the sources of Qur’an and the Sunnah.  
Such a program may represent the best unifi er of Islamic schools in the United States.
 Nadeem Memon, a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Toronto, presented his 
paper, “Adamic Educa� on: Toward Implemen� ng the Essence of Islamic Educa� on.”  He 
fi nds that the way knowledge is presented within an Islamic educa� on has been divided 
into two classes – the religious and the secular – rather than presen� ng knowledge in a 
unifi ed, natural way that permeates throughout the curriculum.  He presented a concept of 
Islamic educa� on that both tradi� onal and modern scholars of Islam have referred to as an 
Adamic educa� on.  As we understand it, an Adamic educa� on is one that is based on the 
universal principles of Islam, and as such, is one that is applicable for all � mes and for all 
places within the broad and specifi ed limits ordained in Islam.  Without such a concept of 
educa� on, Memon con� nues, the aim of our Muslim schools will not be achieved to their 
full poten� al.
 The last speaker of this panel, Cornell University’s Omar Bajwa, was unfortunately 
unable to a� end the conference. “Delinea� ng Hamza Yusuf’s Pedagogical Philosophy”
 The second panel addressed the more specifi c issue of Islamic full-� me schools.  
Most of the presenters were somehow involved with such schools as principals or educa-
tors and spoke from their experiences in the fi eld.  Some of the case studies examined 
the choice of an Islamic school over other private or public schools.  These specifi c cases 
had a unifying theme of the need for networking to improve Islamic full-� me schools. The 
fi rst panelist was Dr. Jasmine Zine, whose presenta� on was based on her forthcoming 
book: Staying on the Straight Path: Unraveling the Poli� cs of Faith, Gender, Knowledge and 
Iden� ty in Canadian Islamic Schools Zine is convinced that Muslim students experience a 
special kind of split personality in which they must nego� ate the duali� es of the compe� ng 
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cultures of home and school.  The secular and Eurocentric focus of public schools is alienat-
ing for Muslim students who come from a diff erent background.  Rather than remaining 
the neutral space that it has in the past, secular and Eurocentric educa� on marginalizes 
non-dominant groups.  Direct and indirect racism and discrimina� on also inform Muslim 
students’ experiences. This has led to a growing trend towards establishing Islamic schools 
in Ontario. The protec� on and understanding that Islamic schools provide have been chal-
lenged by claims of ghe� oiza� on and the rejec� on of liberal democra� c values like mul� -
culturalism. “We can’t really talk about pluralism, liberal educa� on and mul� culturalism 
as a kind of bland project, but as a project that really needs to include the experiences of 
Muslims in the public educa� on system, within the ‘offi  cial knowledge’ of schools,” she 
explains.  The context of Ontario, which at one point funded Catholic schools but not other 
religious schools, makes the claim of ghe� oiza� on highly racialized since it is only Muslims 
but not Catholics who are guilty of ghe� oizing.  The “us and them” barriers that can be 
constructed is very salient in Islamic schools and we must mi� gate against it, Zine says.  She 
encourages the development of Islamic schools while also giving a� en� on to public schools 
so that Muslims are not isolated. 
 Dr. Omar Ezzeldine from Tus� n High School discussed lessons that Muslim schools 
can learn from public schools with a focus on teacher reten� on.  In the 80s and 90s, the 
research trend was for public schools to look at Catholic Schools and other religious schools 
for ideas that foster their academic success.   With the onset of many smaller religious 
schools, in par� cular Islamic Schools and charter schools, the roles seem to be somewhat 
reversed.  However the way in which a small Islamic school can benefi t from public districts 
goes beyond this. Among the most notable diff erences between public schools and reli-
gious schools is size.  Larger organiza� ons off er much more freedom to hire support staff  
and ensure that all the vital func� ons of a school are effi  ciently managed by an appropriate 
supply of qualifi ed human resources, according to Ezzeldine.
 Abukar Arman of Columbus Public Schools presented his case study, “Why Choose 
an Islamic School? Columbus as a Case Study.”  He studies Sunrise Academy in Columbus. 
Founded in 1996, the Sunrise Academy is the fi rst and only private Islamic (K-7th Grade) 
school in the Greater Columbus area. This paper began with asking why parents and teach-
ers were a� racted to Islamic schools and how former students looked back at their educa-
� on at the Sunrise Academy. He noted that Islamic schools like Sunrise Academy provide a 
niche that the public schools do not and cannot provide. 
 Dr. Louis Cris� llo of Columbia University discussed “Making Boundaries and Build-
ing Bridges: The Case for the Muslim Day School as a Civil Society Actor”.  By taking the 
unusual approach of examining the Muslim day school beyond its customary boundaries of 
curriculum and classroom, and by cas� ng it as a major actor in a nexus of ins� tu� ons—the 
mosque, the household, the local business sector, and the state—this presenta� on aimed 
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to deconstruct the popular misconcep� on that a� endance at a Muslim day school mar-
ginalizes Muslim youth in a racialized ethnoreligious ghe� o.  The founding and opera� on 
of a full-� me day school produces social structures facilita� ng the integra� on of Muslim 
diaspora communi� es into American civil society.   His research was based on fi ndings from 
a six-year mul� disciplinary study of Muslim communi� es in New York City undertaken by 
scholars at Columbia University.   His analysis focused on studies from before and a� er the 
events of 9/11. 
 Dr. Hakim Rashid, the last speaker of the second panel, called his presenta� on an 
update of his earlier study with Dr. Zakiyyah Muhammad, “The Sister Clara Muhammad 
Schools: Pioneers In The Development of Islamic Educa� on In America.”  Rashid stressed 
the rela� onship between race and history in the US as essen� al in a study of Islamic educa-
� on.  Islamic educa� on in the US has its roots in what some consider an un-Islamic context, 
he says. The Clara Muhammad schools came out of the Na� on of Islam’s Muhammad Uni-
versity of Islam.  It experienced such growth with Malcolm X that by 1975, the University 
of Islam had become an independent educa� on system of 41 schools teaching the values 
of self-reliance and self-discipline.  With the 1975 transi� on into orthodox Islam was also 
a change in the educa� onal system of the Na� on of Islam.  The Clara Muhammad schools, 
named a� er Imam Warith Deen’s mother, were in most major ci� es.  They are an example 
of early eff orts to develop Islamic schools.  Rashid presents several challenges to Clara 
Muhammad schools in terms of becoming Islamic schools, though admi� edly these are 
challenges that virtually every Islamic school faces.  Clara Muhammad schools must work 
on developing an educa� onal philosophy as well as prac� ces that refl ect the Islamic world-
view provided by the Quran and sunnah while also fi nding fi nancial resources to create an 
academically compe� � ve curriculum and environment.  

 The third panel was en� tled “Higher Educa� on Panel: Liminal Spaces, Cri� cal Poli-
cies” Anna Bowers, of Vassar College, presented her paper, “The Search for Jus� ce:  Islamic 
Pedagogy and Inmate Rehabilita� on”.  Her research determined that the punishment of 
jail � me does not prevent future crime, and that we must thus u� lize rehabilita� ve meth-
ods for longer las� ng results.  “Religious programming in prisons is considered one of the 
most successful methods of rehabilita� on”.  Her review of the history and sta� s� cal results 
of Chris� an and Muslim ministry in prisons includes the leadership and services that the 
limited number of Muslim and Chris� an chaplains working in prisons provide inmates both 
during and a� er imprisonment.  The aim is to change the aggressive defi ni� on of manhood 
and self-respect.  Inmates are o� en grossly unprepared for life a� er prison and religious 
services include sessions to prepare them for release through mee� ngs with former in-
mates who have reformed. In par� cular, “the values of Islam and the loyal brotherhood it 
provides speak directly to inmates who hope to achieve a personal change in an ins� tu-
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� on whose name does not refl ect its purpose”.  Bowers recommends more research in this 
area, as results would bolster more community support for pu�  ng chaplains prisons and 
reforming the rehabilita� on system.
 Dr. Zareena Grewal, of the University of Michigan, presented her study of the peda-
gogical community of student travelers from the West to the intellectual centers of the 
Muslim world.  They seek tradi� onal educa� on with the goal of cul� va� ng the mind and 
the soul, perhaps seeking taqwa (faith in God), ul� mately to protect or preserve Islam from 
the mul� ple ways it is a� acked in their Western homes. Their des� na� on is determined 
by ins� tu� ons and par� cularly sought a� er teachers in the Muslim world, and not by their 
ethnic or racial origins.  Grewal presents her research as vigne� es of student travelers she 
interviewed.  They serve to illustrate the various racial, ethnic, and religious back 
grounds that the students come from and the similar purposes for which they travel.  These 
transna� onal networks of religious educa� on provide a look at how authority works in the 
US and how knowledge moves.
 Dr. Louay Safi  spoke about the integra� on of Islam into America in terms of imams.  
Because imams are leaders, they are used as a way of looking at the degree of Islam’s inte-
gra� on into America.  He presents recommenda� ons for imams and ins� tu� ons a� emp� ng 
to organize and establish the du� es of their imams.  Cultural and religious beliefs are to be 
separated, Safi  says, while recognizing that it is natural for this to be a challenge since val-
ues and principles must become opera� onal as a set of prac� ces.  He also pleads for imams 
to be compassionate when Muslims come to them for advice or help.  Safi  emphasizes that 
“developing an outlook of compassion, posi� ve involvement and respect of diversity” is the 
most important goal for imams. 

 The fourth panel was en� tled “Teaching How to Teach Islam:  Cultural Competency, 
Curriculum, and Educa� on Policy”.  This panel hosted leaders of various ins� tu� ons that 
work on educa� on policy development.  Susan Douglass, a Senior Analyst at the Council on 
Islamic Educa� on, began the panel with a presenta� on on “Islam and Curriculum Reform.”  
She focused on the teaching of educa� on about the world, featuring ongoing work in stan-
dards research, curriculum design and teacher outreach projects.  She highlights integra� ve 
ways to move instruc� on about the world beyond the categories to which it is confi ned, 
and sees a standard-based framework as the way to accomplish this.

 Maha ElGenaidi of the Islamic Networks Group spoke about teaching about teach-
ing Islam.  She focused on cultural competency, which is related to but diff erent from 
culture diversity.  She defi ned it as “a set of academic and personal skills that allow us to 
increase our understanding and apprecia� on of diff erences between groups.” Also the 
ability of systems to provide services to clients with diff erent social cultural and linguis� c 
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needs. These concepts are taught in classes for law enforcement offi  cials, and are consid-
ered more important now because of greater diversity and the increasingly loud voice of 
immigrant groups. Most police work requires interpersonal work, and the lack of aware-
ness or apprecia� on for cultural diversity, especially in the case of Muslims, impacts the 
quality of service.  Educa� on about Islam and Muslims in the context of cultural diversity or 
cultural competency ini� a� ves by law enforcement must fi rst establish why it’s necessary.  
ElGenaidi recognizes this need as a result of a growing Muslim popula� on, stereotyping, 
and unique religious beliefs.
 Afeefa Syeed is the principal of Al-Fa� h Academy reported about her students’ 
interac� on with the community in her presenta� on, “School and Community Rela� ons.”  
She encourages schools and those involved with them to put their word out and tell oth-
ers about how remarkable their students are.  She believes that being proac� ve in pu�  ng 
a school’s word out forces conversa� ons about progress and challenges that have been 
delayed for too long.  These conversa� ons, which also bring about student interac� on with 
the community, give students role models and aspira� ons.

 The fi � h panel was en� tled “Lessons Learned: Moving Forward,” CAIR’s Research Di-
rector, Mohamed Nimer, opened this panel with “Muslims, Educa� on and American Plural-
ism.”  Beyond Muslims in America, the ques� ons surrounding Muslims and educa� on have 
serious implica� ons for American pluralism and the future of Islam in this country.  A public 
discourse about Muslims and educa� on in America can only be construc� vely conceptual-
ized from a pluralis� c vision for the future of American society.  Nimer proposes that inte-
gra� on and its impact on societal pluralism can be measured by what Muslim schools teach 
about America and how public schools treat Islam and Muslims.  Integra� on pressures are 
evident in very signifi cant decisions made by Islamic schools. As Muslim schools become 
more integrated in their civic surroundings, and public schools are increasingly welcom-
ing Muslims, the more they will be recognized as valuable components of the local social 
fabric.  
 Barbara Sahli of Harvard University spoke about “Authen� c Interac� ons: An Anec-
dote to the Anonymity of Others.”  She presented her study about children learning about 
Islam and Muslims by interac� on with them.  As a teacher at an Islamic school in New 
England, Sahli took on a project with other private schools that were looking to complete 
a unit on Islam.  In this project, these private school students visited the Islamic school 
and completed several ac� vi� es with the Islamic school children.  Sahli and her colleagues 
received excellent feedback and accomplished what both the visi� ng school and the host 
school wanted.  This study provided an opportunity to break down barriers, humanize the 
other, and teach children to be more cri� cal of the media’s representa� on of Islam and 
Muslims.  Sahli concludes, “Accurate informa� on alone is not necessarily enough to change 
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a�  tudes…the key to altering percep� ons about Islam is that crucial element of human 
contact, gained by this authen� c interac� on with Muslims.”  The students ul� mately found 
that they shared much in common with the students of the other school, and reported an 
increase in understanding as a result of fi rsthand experience.
  Karen Keyworth of the Islamic Schools League of America spoke about the network-
ing between Islamic schools on her organiza� on’s list serve of nearly 500 members.  Net-
working is cri� cal to ascertaining schools’ needs and acquiring data on these schools, and 
is becoming increasingly easier with the Internet as a resource.  Through these networks, 
a more reliable count of Islamic schools is made possible and development can be worked 
on in a na� onal context. Dawud Tauhidi of Crescent Academy Interna� onal explored “The 
Challenges of Integra� on in American Muslim Educa� on.”  He presentd the framework for 
an integrated view and approach to contemporary Islamic educa� on based on an inte-
grated view to educa� on including American and Islamic educa� on.  The “band aid” ap-
proach to Islamic educa� on in which Islamic studies are included in secular educa� on is 
the prevailing curriculum paradigm.  Tauhidi proposed a transforma� onal model of Islamic 
educa� on in contrast to the prevailing informa� on-driven approach. This model is referred 
to as the Integrated Learning Model (ILM).  Tauhidi suggests that, in the context of the new 
global community, all educators, whether American or Muslim or both, should be advo-
cates for the “middle course” and that the choice of “whether east or west” is now obso-
lete and should be replaced with “neither east nor west.”
 The last panelist was the University of Wisconsin’s Patricia Hanson-Qureshi.  She 
presented on legal issues and policy implica� ons of school rulings on hijab in the Wisconsin 
suburban public school district. She analyzes the viola� ons of the free exercise clause, free 
speech, and equal protec� on that are a result of the Wisconsin school district’s dress code.  
Hanson-Qureshi ul� mately gave some recommenda� ons to parents and schools in dealing 
with dress code and other hijab-related issues.

 The fi nal panel was composed almost en� rely of educators.  Ma� hew Moes is a 
teacher at Islamic Associa� on of North Texas Quranic Academy.  He presented his paper, 
“Islamic Schools as Change Agents,”.   He aims to evaluate the eff ec� veness of Islamic 
schools as agents of change in American society by comparing the currently developing 
Islamic schools with similar schools in American history.  While it appears that mushc of 
current Muslim eff orts are directed inward and strongly resemble the normal adjustments 
of other immigrant popula� ons to American society, it is acknowledged that there is much 
in the way of poten� al for Muslim educators to have an impact if they look into new variet-
ies of op� ons for school funding.  Moes concludes that the compromises that schools must 
make to receive government funding are worth the small loss in order to provide a higher 
quality of educa� on to a broader popula� on. 
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 Dr. Seema Imam presented “Pedagogy and Muslims in the American Landscape”.  
She focused on the experiences of six Muslims with the idea that looking at the lived 
experiences may shed new light on the state of aff airs of the Muslims and their educa� on 
in America.  The resul� ng cri� cal narra� ve was constructed in which voices of the margin-
alized faith community was juxtaposed against the popular images.  Muslims, like others, 
nego� ate their iden� ty through their experiences with their surroundings, and Imam exam-
ines this iden� ty construc� on through her years of involvement with Islamic schools and 
interviews. Dr. Hamed Ghazali spoke next.  Speaking from his experience on the Muslim 
American Socie� es’ (MAS) Council of Islamic Schools, Ghazali presented his paper, “Serious 
Academic Challenges Facing Islamic Schools”.
 Dr. Freda Shemma presented next on “Trends: Literature for Muslim American Stu-
dents.”  As a part of the Founda� on for Advancement and Development of Educa� on and 
Learning, Shemma describeds Islamic schools as s� ll being in their infancy, struggling eco-
nomically to stay open.  They do not have the resources, either in money, nor exper� se to 
explore the shortcomings of their schools. Her more than 25 years of experience in educa-
� on has brought her to realize the need to provide evalua� ve materials and new resources 
for the language arts classes.  Her presenta� on focused on this aspect of curriculum, which 
has a major impact on student a�  tudes. 
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YVONNE HADDAD, Ph.D.
Dr. Yvonne Haddad is Professor of the History of Islam and Chris� an-Muslim Rela� ons at 
the Center for Muslim-Chris� an Understanding. Professor Haddad’s fi elds of exper� se 
include twen� eth-century Islam; intellectual, social and poli� cal history in the Arab world; 
and Islam in North America and the West. Currently, Professor Haddad is conduc� ng re-
search on Muslims in the West and on Islamic Revolu� onary Movements. She also teaches 
courses on Muslim-Chris� an Rela� ons and Arab Intellectuals. 

MAZEN ASBAHI, JD.
Mazen Asbahi was a member of the ISPU Board of Directors and has recently been appoint-
ed Execu� ve Director.  He is a corporate lawyer at Goldberg Kohn where he prac� ces gen-
eral corporate transac� onal law, prac� cing intellectual property, e-commerce and informa-
� on technology law. Mr. Asbahi currently serves as president of the Muslim Bar Associa� on 
of Chicago and director of publica� ons for the Nawawi Founda� on. Mr. Asbahi received his 
J.D. (cum laude) from the Northwestern University.

ANWAR IBRAHIM
Anwar Ibrahim was Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia from 1993-1998 and Minister of 
Finance, Agriculture, Educa� on, and Youth and Sports during his career in government.   
Highly respected for his principled stance against corrup� on and his skillful management 
of the Malaysian economy during the turbulent period of its fi nancial crisis. He is an ardent 
supporter of democracy and is an authorita� ve voice in bridging the gap between East and 
West.  He currently serves as a visi� ng professor at Georgetown University as the Malaysia 
Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia. 

DR. ZAKIYYAH MUHAMMAD
Dr. Zakiyyah Muhammad is the Founding Director of The Universal Ins� tute of Islamic Edu-
ca� on. An educa� onal prac� � oner with more than 20 years experience, Dr. Muhammad’s 
range of exper� se includes Quranic Studies, administra� on, curricular development, parent 
and teacher educa� on and Islamic school development. 

BARNABY REIDEL
Barnaby Reidel is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Chicago in the Department of Com-
para� ve Human Development. 

NADEEM MEMON
Nadeem Memon is a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Toronto in Theory and Policy 
Studies.  His research interests include the history of schooling in North America.
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ZAREENA GREWAL
Zareena Grewal is an ISPU Board Member and Director of Research. She is a Ph.D. candi-
date in the Doctoral Program in Anthropology and History at the University of Michigan. 
She is the director and producer of the video documentary (2002) By the Dawn’s Early 
Light: Chris Jackson’s Journey to Islam.

BARBARA SAHLI
Barbara Sahli has a B.A. in Psychology and teaches language arts, leads teacher workshops, 
and works to correct common misconcep� ons about Islam and Muslims.

SAEED KHAN
Saeed Khan is an ISPU Fellow and Ph.D. candidate at Wayne State University. His is the 
author of “Orientalism and Western Concepts of Race and Diff erence in Science.” Mr. Khan 
holds a B.A. in medieval literature from University of Michigan and a JD from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School. 

JASMIN ZINE
Jasmin Zine teaches Gender and Islam at U. of Toronto and at the Ontario Ins� tute for Stud-
ies in Educa� on in the area of an� -racism educa� on and decolonizing research methods. 
She has co-edited a special issue of the American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS) 
on women and Islam and has wri� en journal ar� cles in the area of Muslim women’s stud-
ies and Islamic Feminism.

OMAR EZZELDINE, Ed.D.
Omar Ezzeldine has been involved in educa� on for seven years, and is the current Assistant 
Principal of Tus� n High School.  He has worked as a football coach, elementary teacher, and 
director and math/science teacher at New Horizon schools.

HAKIM RASHID
Hakim Rashid is the Department Chair and Associate Professor of the Human Development 
Program at Howard University.  

Conference Par� cipants -con� nued-
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ABUKAR ARMAN
Abukar Arman sits on the Board of CAIR-Columbus and is a Council Member of the Inter-
faith Associa� on of Central Ohio. He is currently an instructor with Columbus Public Schools 
and a consultant with the SEED Consul� ng Firm focusing on refugee aff airs and program 
design. Mr. Arman received a BA in management and marke� ng from Houston Bap� st Uni-
versity.

LOUIS CRISTILLO, Ph.D.
Dr. Louis Cris� llo is the principal inves� gator for the Muslim Youth in NYC Public School 
Project at Columbia University’s Teachers College. Dr. Cris� llo is the project coordinator for 
Columbia University’s Muslims in NYC Project, a groundbreaking mul� disciplinary study 
sponsored by the Ford Founda� on exploring the complex issues of Muslim iden� ty and 
community building in New York City.

MUNEER FAREED, Ph.D.
Dr. Muneer Fareed is  is currently the Secretary General of the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA).  He is also a former associate professor of Islamic studies at Wayne State 
University. He has to his credit several journal ar� cles and transla� ons of classics of the 
Islamic world. He obtained his diploma in Arabic Language and Literature from King Abdul 
Aziz University and his doctorate from the University of Michigan.

DAWUD TAUHIDI
Dawud Tauhidi is the principal of Crescent Academy Interna� onal in Canton, Michigan.  He 
is also developing The Tarbiyah Project, which is a vision, framework and set of programs to 
reform Islamic educa� on.

MATTHEW MOES, Ed.M.
Ma� hew Moes has a Masters in Educa� on Administra� on from Capella University and a 
BA in Social Science Teaching from the University of Northern Iowa. He has held teaching 
cer� fi cates from Iowa, Kansas, and North Carolina and has taught for the past eight years 
in both Islamic and public schools. He is the principal of the Islamic Associa� on of Northern 
Texas Quranic Academy. 

SEEMA IMAM, Ph.D.
Dr. Seema Imam is a current board member of Islamic School’s League of America and 
faculty of elementary and middle level teacher educa� on at Na� onal-Louis University.  She 
has 16 years of classroom experience, does interna� onal consul� ng and has been serving 
at the university level as a teacher educator for ten years. 
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FREDA SHAMMA, Ph.D.
Dr. Freda Shamma has her doctorate in Curriculum and Instruc� on, which she received 
from the University of Cincinna� .  She has worked on curriculum development in several 
Muslim countries as well as for Islamic schools in North America.  Currently she is the 
Director of Curriculum Development for Founda� on for Advancement and Development of 
Educa� on and Learning.

PATRICIA HANSON-QURESHI
Patricia Hanson-Qureshi is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Wisconsin.

LOUAY SAFI, Ph.D.
Dr. Louay Safi  is the Director of Research at the Interna� onal Ins� tute of Islamic Thought 
(IIIT), Vice President of the Associa� on of Muslim Social Scien� st (AMSS), President of the 
Center for Balanced Development (CBD), Editor of the Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 
(AJISS), and a Founding Member and Director of the Center for the Study of Islam and De-
mocracy (CSID). 

OMAR AL-TALIB, Ph.D.
Dr. Omar Al-Talib served in Baghdad as an advisor to the Iraqi Minister of Educa� on. In this 
capacity he promoted private schools, teacher training, school rehabilita� on and student 
reten� on. He also worked with the Commission on Public Integrity.  He is currently teaches 
in the Department of Sociology at Ashland University and is an advisory board member in 
the Minaret of Freedom Ins� tute.

SUSAN DOUGLASS
Susan Douglass is an American-born Muslim social studies educator and author, with ex-
perience in teaching, curriculum and instruc� onal design. Ms. Douglass is an independent 
consultant who has served as the Council on Islamic Educa� on’s principal researcher and 
writer. She has a Masters in Arab Studies (History) from Georgetown University. 

MAHA ELGENAIDI
Maha ElGenaidi is the founder and CEO of Islamic Networks Group, a non-profi t organiza-
� on for the elimina� on of stereotypes through educa� on about the Muslim world. She 
has spoken to schools, churches and police departments and is co-author of seven training 
handbooks on outreach for American Muslims. She received her B.A. in Poli� cal Science-
Economics at American U. in Cairo, Egypt.
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AFEEFA SYEED
Afeefa Syeed is the founder and director of an Islamic community school in Herndon, VA 
called the Al-Fa� h Academy.  She is also director of the Muslim Educa� on Resource Council. 
She has run for local offi  ce in Virginia and is an ac� ve member of many community organi-
za� ons there and in DC, including Sisters in Solidarity and The House of People.

HABEEB QUADRI
Mr. Habeeb Quadri presently serves as the Principal of the MCC Full Time School in Morton 
Grove, Illinois. He has worked on several projects individually as well with organiza� ons 
including IQRA and the Interna� onal Educa� onal Founda� on. Mr. Quadri holds a B.A. in 
Teaching of History from the Universityof Illinois at Chicago, and a masters in Educa� onal 
Leadership from Wayne State University.

ANNA BOWERS
Anna Bowers is an undergraduate student at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY.  She will 
be gradua� ng this spring with a major in fi lm produc� on and a minor in anthropology.

KAREN KEYWORTH
Karen Keyworth is a founder and board member of the Islamic Schools League of America.

MOHAMED NIMER, Ph.D.
Dr. Mohamed Nimer is an author and researcher with the Council on American-Islamic 
Rela� ons. Since 1996 he has wri� en an annual report on the status of Muslim civil rights in 
the United States and has authored public educa� on material designed to educate corpora-
� ons and public ins� tu� ons about Islamic prac� ce.

HAMED GHAZALI, Ph.D.
Dr. Hamed Ghazali serves as the imam at the Islamic Society of Greater Kansas City, and 
is chair of the MAS Council of Islamic Schools, and a member of the editorial board for 
“American Muslim” magazine. As a member of Central Kansas City Task Force, he has been 
working to build bridges between the Muslim community and other communi� es.
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 The Al Waleed Bin-Talal Center for Muslim-Chris� an Under-
standing was founded in 1993 by an agreement between the Fon-
da� on pour L’Entente entre Chre� ens et Musulmans, Geneva and 
Georgetown University to build stronger bridge of understanding be-
tween the Muslim world and the West as well as between Islam and 
Chris� anity. The Center’s mission is to improve rela� ons between the 
Muslim world and the West and enhance understanding of Muslims 
in the West. The geographic scope and coverage of the center in-
cludes the breadth of the Muslim world, from North Africa to South-
east Asia, as well as Europe and America. 
 Since its founda� on, the Center has become interna� onally recognized as a leader in the 
fi eld of Muslim-Chris� an rela� ons and has built bridges of understanding between the Muslim 
world and the West, addressing stereotypes of Islam and Muslims and issues and ques� ons such 
as the clash of civiliza� ons, and the compa� bility of Islam and modern life - from democra� za-
� on and pluralism to the status of women, minori� es and human rights - and American foreign 
policy in the Muslim world.

 The Ins� tute for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU) is an independent nonprofi t re-
search organiza� on commi� ed to studying US domes� c and foreign policy. ISPU’s research aims 
to increase understanding of key policy issues and how they impact various communi� es within 
America. 
 The Ins� tute was established in 2003 on the premise that every community must ad-
dress, debate, and contribute to the pressing issues that face our na� on. It is our hope that this 
eff ort will give voice to the diversity of our country and provide alterna� ve perspec� ves to the 
current policy-making echelons of the poli� cal, academic and public-rela� ons arenas of the 
United States. Based on this approach, ISPU produces scholarly publica� ons that build on the 

ideas of various communi� es in the United States.  Our research strat-
egy focuses on iden� fying topics that place ISPU squarely in the public 
discourse, allowing us to address and debate the issues concerning all 
Americans. 
 To this end ISPU scholars provide cu�  ng-edge analysis and policy 
solu� ons through publica� ons, public events, media commentary, and 
community outreach. It’s mul� disciplinary work in partnership with 
universi� es and other research ins� tutes such as The Brookings Ins� -
tute, Georgetown University, and the Pew founda� on, serves to build 
understanding and create programs that eff ect las� ng social change.   
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