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In March 2011, the Arab Spring ushered in a new era of open opposition to the Syrian regime. 
Starting as a small, inchoate protest movement calling for political reforms, it eventually 

evolved in the face of a violent crackdown into a full-blown countrywide revolution calling for 
the overthrow of President Bashar al-Assad and his regime. After two years of fighting the 
death toll is estimated to exceed 90,000 people,1 with approximately 3 million Syrians internally 
displaced,2 and over 1.5 million Syrian refugees believed to have fled the country to escape 
the fighting.3 Nor has this fighting been contained within Syria’s borders. This conflict now 
threatens to destabilize the region, as each of Syria’s neighboring countries has experienced 
some degree of spillover fighting.4 

The extreme fluidity of events and the difficulty in discerning propaganda from factual events 
on the ground have rendered the conflict extremely challenging for outside observers to 
follow. Given the conflict’s inherent opaqueness, this report will attempt to better elucidate 
the crisis by offering a brief description of how events have unfolded over the course of the 
struggle, highlighting specific transformative episodes, important domestic groups, and the 
international attempts to put an end to the fighting, in order to give a more comprehensive 
and informed understanding of this multi-faceted Syrian uprising.  
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Current Syrian President Bashar al-Assad came to power in 2000 when his father, Hafez 
al-Assad, who himself seized power after a military coup in 1970, passed away. There were 

initially high hopes for reform under the new president. During the early days of his tenure in 
office, Bashar loosened political restrictions and allowed some political opposition activities.5 
This period, known as the Damascus Spring, was short lived, and Assad soon returned to 
the repressive style of rule used by his father. When political reforms failed to materialize, 
frustration among the Syrian people quickly grew. A coalition of prominent Syrian opposition 
members united to create the Damascus Declaration in 20056 and called for the lifting of the 
Emergency Law and the implementation of political reform. Although many of the group’s 
leaders were promptly arrested, they remained active and established the most important 
opposition group in the country, helping to set the stage for events to follow. 

The self-immolation of Mohammed Bouazizi, an impoverished fruit vendor who protested 
against the economic and political humiliation he had endured under Tunisia’s authoritarian 
regime, sparked a regional protest movement that led not only to the toppling of Tunisia’s 
autocratic leader Ben Ali, but also to the overthrow of regimes in Egypt, Libya, and Yemen. 
When the protest movement, commonly known as the Arab Spring, first hit the region, Assad 
voiced reserved approval, blaming the fall of these regimes on their pro-U.S. policies. In a 
January 31, 2011 Wall Street Journal interview, Assad expressed confidence that his country 
was immune to the protest wave. Stressing the need for reform, he qualified this statement 
saying that Syrians themselves would have to wait for the next generation before they could 
be implemented—a disappointing statement to those inside the country. 7

His confidence proved unfounded. Inspired by the ability of peaceful protest movements in 
Egypt and Tunisia to overthrow their dictatorial regimes, Syrians held a candle vigil on February 
2, 2011 in the Bab Tuma neighborhood of Damascus—an explicit act of civil disobedience 
against the Syrian Emergency Law, which banned unsanctioned acts of public protest.8 
Soon popular demonstrations began to break out throughout Syria in places as diverse as 
the Alawite heartland of Latakia,9 the Kurdish city of al-Qamishli,10 and the largely Sunni city 
of Hama.11 Initially, protests were small and called for reform rather than the overthrow of 
the regime. However, the regime’s heavy-handed response to expressions of dissent in the 
southern city of Daraa transformed the protest movement into a popular uprising against the 
rule of Bashar al-Assad.

Arab Spring Comes to Syria  
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Influenced by Arab Spring protesters on TV, in March 2011, children between the ages of nine 
and fifteen in Daraa wrote anti-regime graffiti on the walls of their school and were promptly 
apprehended by security forces. Upon release, their bodies and faces showed signs of severe 
torture; some had burns and others had had their fingernails pulled out.12 Outraged over the fate 
that had befallen their children, people in Daraa took to the street in peaceful demonstrations, 
dubbed “Friday of Dignity.”13 During attempts to disperse the protesters, security forces killed 
four people, an act that triggered new protests and violent regime attempts to repress them. 
The regime’s resort to violence badly misjudged the prevailing sentiments of the country, 
leading to the expansion of protests.14 Opposition activists quickly moved from calls for reform 
to taking up the slogan of the Arab Spring—“the people want to overthrow the regime.”

During this time a pattern began to emerge where protesters would organize at local mosques 
after Friday services and then march to city centers shouting slogans against the regime. In 
response, security forces would fire on the protesters, often resulting in several deaths. This 
would be followed by large funeral marches for the “martyrs” that also served as anti-regime 
protests. Security forces would once again fire on the protesters, which would in turn lead to 
more protests. This created a perpetuating cycle, with each successive funeral and weekly 
protest swelling in size, sometimes numbering in the thousands.15 

3
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A s the cycle of demonstrations and killings continued to grow, the regime attempted to pacify 
opposition actors by offering limited reforms and promises of greater democratization, 

while at the same time claiming that the protests were led by foreign-funded conspirators and 
terrorists—a narrative that the regime continues to espouse. Eventually Assad lifted the much-
reviled Emergency Law, issued a decree allowing demonstrations, approved the formation of 
new political parties, and announced intentions to hold negotiations with opposition groups.16 
These promises ultimately proved to be too little too late; the regime enacted them while 
simultaneously ratcheting up its campaign of violence and repression. 

It was in these days that the regime first began using the notorious sectarian, pro-regime militias 
known as the shabiha, or “ghosts” in Arabic. These civilian militias, comprised overwhelmingly of 
Assad’s own minority Alawite sect, were often sent into largely Sunni areas to breakup protests, 
frequently killing unarmed protesters.17 The shabiha became a convenient way for the regime to 
commit acts of violence and intimidation against opposition groups while denying culpability. 
Additionally, the shabiha painted the conflict in sectarian terms. Sending the shabiha into Sunni 
areas to kill and terrorize the citizens not only increased sectarian tensions, but also had the 
parallel effect of tying the fate of the Alawites, many of whom disliked the government, to that 
of the regime. After numerous sectarian massacres were perpetrated by these groups, the 
Alawites grew increasingly concerned with the possibility for retributive attacks if the regime 
was to fall. Thus, the regime effectively heightened the mutual fear and suspicion between 
the Alawites and Sunnis, while undermining the opposition’s efforts to persuade the Alawites 
and other minorities to abandon the regime.
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Thus, the regime 

effectively 

heightened the 

mutual fear and 

suspicion between 

the Alawites and 

Sunnis, while 

undermining the 

opposition’s efforts 

to persuade the 

Alawites to abandon 

the regime.

4



JUNE 2013
RepoRt 

In response to the mounting violence and the regime’s inadequate concessions, large numbers 
of grassroots opposition groups began to materialize. At the village and neighborhood 

level and often reaching further, Local Coordinating Councils (LCC) and youth activists 
began organizing protests and orchestrating opposition efforts.18 Using social media sites 
like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, the LCCs documented protests and violent assaults 
of security forces.19 The LCCs helped convey the opposition’s story to the world despite 
government restrictions on international media access and the bias of state media. Even 
today, as the focus of the opposition has shifted from protests to armed struggle and the 
LCCs’ roles have declined, many Syrians still consider these groups more representative of 
their communities, as the LCCs’ members come from the areas in which they operate, unlike 
many of the armed fighters.

At the city and district levels, the opposition formed Revolutionary Councils.20 Consisting of 
prominent local intellectuals and businessmen, these councils contributed strategic support to 
the revolution. The councils often formed “media centers” to communicate with the international 
media and distribute information and footage collected by the LCCs. As the conflict progressed, 
some have also served as local civilian leadership bodies, attempting to create local government 
structures that could eventually replace the regime’s regional government if Assad is overthrown. 

At the national level, the Syrian Revolution General Commission (SRGC), led by the well-known 
opposition activist Suhair Atassi, was established in August of 2011 to provide a representative 
organization for fifty-six revolutionary groups and LCCs inside the country. While this group 
has since disbanded, it played an important early role as a domestically based national 
coordinator helping to document and support the on-going protest on Facebook pages, 
such as the popular “Syrian Revolution Against Bashar al-Assad.”21 The SRGC also facilitated 
spreading awareness of the Syrian regime’s human rights violations and in promoting non-
sectarian representation of all Syrians.

While the SRGC served as the national level opposition group within the country, the Syrian 
National Council (SNC) was formed as the national opposition representation in exile. The 
council, which included many members of the Damascus Declaration and several minority 
sect blocs, aimed to provide political support for the revolution and to voice its demands to the 

Opposition Organizes
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international community. The SNC modeled itself on the Libyan National Council (LNC), which 
acted as a political and military leadership body for the uprising against the Libyan regime. 
Yet unlike the LNC, whose members domestically coordinated the rebellion against Muammar 
al-Qaddafi, the SNC’s leaders lived in exile. Even though the SNC gained popularity because 
of the high profile opposition figures in its ranks, the lack of coordination with revolutionaries 
inside the country complicated its attempts to emerge as the ultimate representatives of the 
Syrian political opposition. 
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A s the protest movements grew in size and organization, they quickly became an existential 
threat to the regime. Assad responded by implementing the ‘security solution,’ modeled 

after his father’s ruthless crackdown of the early 1980’s rebellion in Hama that led to the deaths 
of over 10,000 people. Military units were called into the places where the protest movements 
were deemed most threatening, such as Daraa, the Damascus suburbs, Homs, and Latakia.22 
What had originally been security forces firing into crowds of protesters evolved into military 
offensives using tanks, artillery, gunships, helicopters, and jets. Soldiers were now being 
ordered to fire on unarmed and defenseless protesters—not the foreign terrorists they had 
been told they were fighting. One soldier named Waleed al-Kashami, who launched a trend for 
future defectors by announcing his defection in a YouTube video, explained that his unit had 
been ordered to attack armed gangs near Damascus. However, when he arrived the people 
were unarmed and included women and children. Faced with similar situations, increasing 
numbers of soldiers began defecting, with many choosing to take up arms against the regime. 

In July 2011, Col. Riad Asa’ad, along with six other recently defected Syrian military officers, 
declared the creation of the Free Syrian Army (FSA), a loose military umbrella organization 
formed to “protect the free and armless Syrian people…[and] to gain freedom, dignity, and 
overthrow the regime.”23 In its early stages, the FSA worked in close coordination with the 
peaceful protest movement. They often served as protection for the demonstrators, helping to 
prevent security forces from firing upon the protesters. The lines between the protesters and 
the FSA, which in addition to military defectors also included disaffected civilians taking up 
arms against the regime, were often blurred during this time. FSA members who carried guns 
during the week would often disarm on Friday and join the protests. Yet the distinction would 
become increasingly clear as pro-regime forces’ actions served to radicalize the opposition, 
eventually undercutting the peaceful protest movement.24 

Siege of Homs and Houla Massacre 

By the summer of 2011 the armed insurgency was picking up steam. The FSA, which began 
as a moderately sized force of military defectors, had swelled in size and now consisted of 
around 20,000 fighters25 from all over the country.26 Homs, the third largest city in Syria, had 
become a major center for armed opposition activity, and the army was ordered to evict them 
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from the city in June.27 After six months of failed attempts, Assad launched what was at that 
point the largest offensive in the conflict in an attempt to dislodge the rebels from Homs in 
February 2012.  

The siege, which primarily focused on Sunni neighborhoods like Baba Amr, caused an 
unprecedented level of death and destruction as the regime fired indiscriminate artillery barrages 
into civilian areas, an act that U.N. Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon said constituted “crimes 
against humanity.”28 Numerous other atrocities were reported during the siege, including the 
summary execution of unarmed opposition activists and the murder of women and children. 
The siege lasted for only two months, but resulted in thousands of civilian and opposition 
member deaths, with the whole destruction of neighborhoods and the displacement of their 
residents. 

In Homs, the shabiha started to assume a much more active and visible role. They were 
frequently dispatched to clear rebel held neighborhoods after the military had “softened” the 
areas with shelling. During these operations, the shabiha would kill not only FSA fighters, but 
also unarmed civilians.29 The worst example of this occurred in the Sunni village of Houla, a 
few miles northwest of Homs, on May 25, 2012. After intense shelling by regime forces, the 
shabiha were sent in and reportedly massacred 108 people, including forty-one children.30 
According to the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights: 

The commission found reasonable grounds to believe that Government forces 
and the Shabbiha had committed the crimes against humanity of murder and 
of torture, war crimes and gross violations of international human rights law 
and international humanitarian law, including unlawful killing, torture, arbitrary 
arrest and detention, sexual violence, indiscriminate attack, pillaging and 
destruction of property. The commission found that Government forces and 
Shabbiha members were responsible for the killings in Al-Houla.31 

The regime’s brutality at Homs and Houla fully militarized the opposition and further marginalized 
groups such as the LCCs and Revolutionary Councils. 

8



JUNE 2013
RepoRt 

The battle for Homs had clearly demonstrated the military disparity between the regime and 
the insurgents. The regime’s tanks, aircraft, and artillery, supplied by Russia and Iran, far 

outweighed insurgent guns and improvised weapons. As the rebels were expelled from Homs 
and other urban areas in early 2012, they regrouped in the countryside and suburbs, attracting 
large numbers of new recruits. Here they were able to refine and successfully implement their 
guerrilla warfare tactics. By the beginning of the summer the armed opposition began pushing 
the regime forces out of these regions, carving out large areas in the northern and central 
countryside that served as safe zones from which they could organize and launch attacks.32 

On July 18, 2012 a bombing in the regime’s National Headquarters during a meeting of Assad’s 
“inner circle” killed four high ranking members of the regime defense apparatus, including 
both the Defense Minister and Deputy Defense Minister, and severely wounded several 
other important figures, including Assad’s younger brother and Commander of the notorious 
Republican Guard.33 This event not only put the regime on its heels as it tried to recover from 
the deaths of key individuals charged with suppressing the opposition, but also breathed new 
life into the armed opposition movement. In the weeks that followed, the armed opposition 
launched several new offensives that would see it gain control of border crossings along the 
Turkish and Iraqi borders and half of the northern city of Aleppo, forcing the regime to withdraw 
its troops from most of the Kurdish areas in the North. In another blow to the regime, the Prime 
Minister Riyad Hijab and Brigadier General Manaf Tlass, a close friend of Assad and son of 
former Defense Minister Mustafa Tlass, both defected to the opposition. 

This period would prove a turning point for military operations against the regime. From this 
point forward the rebels scored numerous victories in the rural areas and began contesting 
larger areas of the major cities, forcing the regime to withdraw its forces from battles in the 
rural areas to shore up its hold on urban areas under attack. The regime’s retreat from the 
countryside allowed the rebels to declare even more rural and suburban villages and towns 
“liberated areas.” Currently, the entire northern and eastern portions of the country are under 
opposition control, with the armed opposition also controlling large sections in the South along 
the Jordanian border. Furthermore, the rebels have footholds in every province in the country.34 

While today the rebels still maintain the initiative, the quick succession of victories in the 
summer and early fall of 2012 has slowed considerably and the regime has been able to regain 

Military Victories for Opposition
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some significant territory including supply routes from rebel control. Drawn out sieges against 
regime military bases and stalemates in the urban areas under regime control have now set 
in. Progress has slowed for the rebels, who have been unable to acquire the heavy weaponry 
and large amounts of ammunition necessary to dislodge regime forces from heavily fortified 
positions and neutralize the regime’s air superiority. 
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The opposition’s transformation from a peaceful protest movement to an armed rebellion 
has coincided with the rise of religious fundamentalist groups. In light of their appearance, 

countries supporting the overthrow of Assad are reticent to arm the opposition, fearing that 
these weapons will reach extremist groups. While the fears of the West may be reasonable, the 
majority of those who joined the armed opposition present themselves as soldiers rather than 
jihadists, seeking the overthrow of the regime rather than the return of the Islamic caliphate 
advocated by al-Qaeda. Some of the opposition fighters gradually began to use language 
and signs derived from Sunni Islam, and gave their battalions Islamic names. Yet despite the 
outward signs of religious fervor, many have adopted Islamic appearances without espousing 
the ideology; the Salafi-style beard, for example, is not merely a religious symbol, but also 
one of resistance to the regime.35 

Nonetheless, one leading Islamist brigade, Jabhat al-Nusra,36 has been linked to the al-
Qaeda movement, with the U.S. government declaring it a foreign terrorist organization. Al-
Nusra, having acquired weaponry and experience fighting in Iraq, has been among the most 
capable fighting forces in Syria, scoring several high profile victories against the regime.37 
Al-Nusra has also been active in providing food and other services in “liberated zones” and 
gained the favor of many Syrians in desperate humanitarian circumstances. Al-Nusra and 
other conservative Islamist groups’ ability to fight and feed the people are largely due to 
the substantial assistance they have received from Gulf countries. This is in contrast to the 
nationalist FSA-related brigades who have not been well-financed or supplied. Despite al-
Nusra’s military prowess, many Syrians have opposed its control over daily affairs. In places 
like Deir ez-Zour and al-Raqqah provinces, the people have begun to chafe under the group’s 
ultra-conservative Islamic rule.38 Additionally, while some moderate FSA brigades appreciate 
al-Nusra’s battlefield acumen, there have been numerous instances of discord and fighting 
between FSA brigades and al-Nusra.39 One FSA commander remarked, “We’ll fight [al-Nusra] 
on day two after Assad falls…until then we will no longer work with them.”40 

The rise of conservative Islamist forces has reinforced the regime’s narrative, which continues 
to portray the opposition as “terrorists” and blames al-Qaeda for every Syrian death during the 
conflict. Presiding over a highly diverse population,41 and with his own Alawite sect making up 
only 12 percent of the country’s population, Assad has continually advanced a narrative of the 
conflict that his regime is the only entity preventing Sunni terrorists from taking over the country 
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and exacting revenge against the Alawite and Christian minorities.42 This narrative seemed to 
fail in the early days of the uprising, as the protest movement included many Kurds as well 
as some Alawites and Christians.43  However, many of the minority sects, Syrian secularists, 
and regime loyalists who stayed on the sidelines, have continued to support the regime as 
an alternative to a perceived radicalized opposition.44
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W ith the Syrian conflict having descended into what has been called the worst humanitarian 
disaster since the end of the Cold War, there has been increasing pressure for the 

international community to act. As early as October 2011, the opposition was requesting 
the creation of a no-fly zone45 similar to the one implemented in Libya. Differences among 
the members of the U.N. Security Council, however, hindered efforts to create a robust and 
unified effort to end the violence. Along with China, Russia has vetoed three Security Council 
resolutions condemning the regime’s violence.46 Then Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
announced he would not support any resolution against Assad, emphasizing that Russia would 
not back any steps that could lead to the use of military power against Syria. In addition to 
the diplomatic cover provided to Syria on the Security Council, Russia has continued arming 
the regime, stating its obligation to honor existing military contracts.47 

Even with Security Council actions blocked by Russia and China, the U.N. has tried to play 
a constructive role in ending the violence and has appointed special envoys to Syria. The 
first special envoy, former U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, succeeded in getting Assad’s 
endorsement of a six-point peace plan that called for the regime to pull its troops from contested 
urban areas and for both sides to lay down their arms. While the ceasefire was eventually 
called off after both the rebels and the regime announced that they were abandoning the plan, 
it did temporarily lower the level of violence. 

After the ceasefire fell apart, Annan capitalized on international concerns that the conflict in 
Syria was escalating beyond control to achieve a rare instance of cooperation between the 
international powers at a meeting in Geneva. On June 30, 2012, the Action Group for Syria, 
comprised of China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, Turkey, the Arab 
League, and the E.U., issued a joint communiqué proposing a plan for a transitional new 
government and the reimplementation of the six-point peace plan. The “Geneva Communiqué” 
called for a transitional government that “could include members of the present government and 
the opposition and other groups and shall be formed on the basis of mutual consent.”48 It also 
called on all parties to retain and restore the structure of the public services, including the army 
and security forces, but demanded that they operate professionally and according to human 
rights. Yet, shortly after the Geneva agreement was reached, disagreement between Russia 
and the West over Assad’s role in the transitional government prevented its implementation.49 

International Response
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In August 2012, criticizing the U.N. Security Council for a lack of organized action towards 
Syria due to disagreement among its veto-wielding members and frustrated by the escalating 
violence in the country, Annan announced his resignation. Shortly thereafter Lakhdir Brahimi 
was appointed new special envoy. Since that time, Brahimi has continued to pursue a negotiated 
solution based on the Geneva Communiqué. This strategy has not succeeded, as Russia and 
the U.S.’s views on the communiqué have appeared irreconcilable. Recently, however, U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov announced a joint 
effort to revive negotiations based on the Geneva agreement. While large questions remain 
over the Geneva Communiqué’s viability, Brahimi declared this new effort “the first hopeful 
news” on Syria in a long time.50   

While the U.N. Security Council struggled to reach an agreement on resolutions to condemn 
or sanction the Assad regime for its violent crackdown on the opposition, countries in the 
region have been taking their own steps to deal with the conflict. After the first eight months 
of the regime’s crackdown on protesting civilians, the Arab League imposed sanctions on the 
Syrian regime; one month later, they agreed to send monitors to observe the situation in Syria. 
When the observer mission failed, the League suspended Syria’s membership.51 Acting on their 
own, the regional countries of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Turkey have also offered significant 
aid and support to the opposition fighters. 

Turkey, which prior to the uprising enjoyed strong relations with Syria, has been highly critical 
of Assad’s actions during the crisis. After breaking off relations with Syria in September 2012, 
Turkey has allowed the FSA to use its border crossings to transfer weapons and supplies, and 
has permitted its leadership to use its territory to set up a command center. With Turkey’s 
longstanding problems with Kurdish separatist militias, it is closely monitoring the actions 
of the Syrian Kurds who now enjoy a large degree of autonomy in Syria with the government 
forces having pulled out of the Kurdish areas.52 Turkey’s fear that greater freedom for the Syrian 
Kurds might increase separatist sentiment within its own Kurdish population may help explain 
Turkey’s recent peace agreement with the Kurdish separatist PKK group, whom Turkey has 
been battling for several decades.

For their part, the Gulf States have offered the opposition high levels of financial and material 
support, which contributed to the rebels’ military victories in the early summer of 2012. However, 
according to rebel commanders, the military support from Gulf allies has been inconsistent and 
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far short of what rebel leaders have requested to turn the tide of the war. The limited military 
support might partially be explained by the increasingly powerful jihadist groups emerging. 
Given the risk these groups pose to the West, Gulf countries have faced enhanced pressure 
to rein in their military assistance to the rebels. 

The Saudis in particular have been motivated to assist the rebels as a means to weaken Iran 
by removing its strongest Arab ally in Assad. As the regime is critical for maintaining Iran’s 
weapons pipeline to Hezbollah, the downfall of Assad would strike a serious blow to Iran’s 
ability to project power in the region. As Iran and its Hezbollah proxy take greater steps to prop 
up Assad, such as training pro-regime militias and sending Hezbollah units into the country to 
fight alongside Syrian troops, so too is Saudi Arabia likely to increase its support for the rebels. 

While regional countries have shown a willingness to offer military assistance to the opposition, 
the U.S. and the E.U. have been more circumspect.53 In lieu of providing the advanced weaponry 
the armed opposition has called for, the West began imposing tough sanctions against the 
regime in May 2011. Additionally, Obama has worked to assuage the great humanitarian toll 
that this conflict has created. To date, the U.S. has contributed $510 million to humanitarian aid 
efforts to care for the nearly 1.3 million registered refugees located at camps in neighboring 
countries,54 as well as the additional millions of internally displaced peoples. The E.U. has also 
assisted in these efforts with a combined contribution of €410 million ($545 million).55 

On the political front, the West has continued to work with the political opposition to form an 
inclusive representative body that could eventually form a provisional government in exile. 
Although the West initially hoped that the SNC could be this body, the group was sidelined 
when it became clear that they both lacked legitimacy with the domestic opposition and 
was insufficiently representative of the various groups within the country. Since that time 
the international community has pushed for the formation of a new group that draws its 
membership from a wider section of Syrian society. In Qatar in November 2012, the formation 
of the Syrian Opposition Coalition (SOC) was announced. The group, which aimed to unify the 
opposition’s disparate factions under one organization that could coordinate with Western 
and Arab backers, elected Cleric Moaz al-Khatib, former imam of the Umayyad mosque in 
Damascus and long-time critic of Assad, as its leader, with two vice-presidents, Suhair Atassi, 
and influential opposition figure Riad Seif.
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Qatar and the Arab League recognized the SOC as the representative of the Syrian opposition. 
France later agreed to receive an ambassador for the SOC, with the EU recognizing it as 
the sole representative of the Syrian people. On December 11, 2012, shortly after the SOC’s 
formation, the Obama administration announced:

[The U.S. has] made a decision that the Syrian Opposition Coalition is now 
inclusive enough, is reflective and representative enough of the Syrian population 
that we consider them the legitimate representative of the Syrian people in 
opposition to the Assad regime, and so we will provide them recognition. 56

Shortly after the formation of the SOC, the military leaders of the various groups fighting 
under the banner of the FSA convened to form a council of military leadership, now known as 
the Supreme Military Council (SMC). The SMC then pledged loyalty to the civilian leadership 
of the SOC, transferring the opposition a degree of oversight over the moderate forces of 
the FSA. Having created a more representative body that was capable of exerting a degree 
of influence over the opposition’s action within Syria, the Obama administration in February 
announced that it would, for the first time, provide non-lethal military assistance directly to 
the SOC to be distributed by the SMC.57  

16



JUNE 2013
RepoRt 

Despite the United States’s recent decision to increase support to the rebels, the West 
remains weary of offering greater material support until the opposition forms a capable and 

cohesive interim government. In particular, the West desires a credible transitional government 
that can both provide governance for rebel-held territory and serve as a replacement for the 
regime should Assad fall. This goal appeared in sight when, after much pressure from the 
West, the SOC elected Ghassan Hitto as the interim prime minister, tasked with creating an 
interim government. Disagreement quickly arose over Hitto’s selection, who is seen by many 
as an outsider due to his diaspora status since 1987, and he has yet to be endorsed by many 
in the SOC and SMC. Reports recently emerged that the SOC is considering replacing him, 
but nothing has materialized yet.58 Whatever Hitto’s fate, until the SOC creates a viable interim 
government, the West is unlikely to give it or the SMC the level of assistance it seeks. 

Nevertheless, with Russia potentially arming the regime with S-300 anti-aircraft missiles, 
pressure is mounting on the U.S. government to intervene on behalf of the rebels. While the 
E.U. has lifted its arms embargo on Syria, future U.S. policy remains unknown. Like Israel, 
the U.S. wishes to avoid escalating the conflict into a regional war at all costs, and is deeply 
concerned about the possibility of arms ending up in the hands of Jabhat al-Nusra, an openly 
al-Qaeda affiliated brigade. Despite this, there are already signs pointing to the growing 
internationalization of the conflict. Internally the rebels have succeeded in wresting control 
of almost the entirety of the less populated countryside in the north and east of the country, 
yet the regime remains in firm control of the critical cities of Damascus, Hama, Homs, and 
much of Aleppo. Recently the rebels were able to reopen the southern front and have been 
making large gains in Daraa province and in the Damascus suburbs. However, the regime has 
recently taken back, with the assistance of Hezbollah, much of the rebel held territory around 
the Syria-Lebanon border and is conducting successful offensives in the Homs and Hama 
provinces. At present a bloody stalemate exists with neither side capable of defeating the other.

The dangers posed from the continuation of the fighting are not just limited to Syria. While the 
stalemate drags on, the risk of the violence in Syria spilling over into neighboring countries 
is growing. Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey, and the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights have all 
experienced shelling and/or fighting. Perhaps no country is in greater danger than the fragile 
country of Lebanon, which stands on the precipice of being pulled headfirst into the fighting. 

Current State of the Conflict 
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The most powerful force in the country, Hezbollah, no longer hides that it is actively fighting for 
the regime inside Syria.59 The FSA has responded by launching artillery strikes on Hezbollah 
positions inside Lebanon,60 while fighting between Hezbollah and Syrian rebels within Lebanese 
territory remains widespread. Furthermore, the regime has shown a willingness to commit 
violent acts inside Lebanon. In February 2013, former Lebanese Information Minister Michel 
Samaha was caught plotting to assassinate Lebanese religious figures and admitted that a 
senior Syrian intelligence official had given him the explosives.61 More recently the regime has 
bombed the Sunni Muslim town of Arsal in Eastern Lebanon.62 
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A fter more than two years, this conflict has displaced over 4 million people, inflicted over 
$80 billion in damage, caused over 90,000 deaths, and torn the social fabric of a diverse 

country that was once the model for coexistence in the region to the point where it could 
take a generation to repair. Unfortunately, these numbers only seem likely to increase as the 
political and military stalemates drag on.

Politically, the gulf between the opposition and the regime has left no room for dialogue. Hopes 
for a negotiated settlement were temporarily raised when SOC leader Moaz Khatib made 
an offer to hold negotiations with the regime on January 30, 2013. However, Assad failed to 
generate a serious response to Khatib’s offer.63 And although many Syrians welcomed Khatib’s 
initiative, a lack of support for negotiations within the SOC will make it hard for others to make 
a similar offer for talks in the future. 

On the military front, the regime is incapable of extinguishing the rebellion with large swathes 
of the country already fallen outside of Assad’s control. Yet, without a massive increase in 
foreign arms, and the likelihood of this happening remaining to be seen, it could be years 
before the rebels defeat the regime. Furthermore, it is not clear what a rebel victory would 
look like given the growing fragmentation within the country. 

Recent events, including the apparent use of chemical weapons by Assad forces, suggest 
that there may be increasing support for greater intervention. Reports have emerged that 
the U.S. is secretly training rebels in Jordan, and within the U.S. Congress there is growing 
bipartisan support for arming the rebels and setting up a no-fly-zone over rebel held territory.64 

The Obama administration has declared that any use of chemical weapons by the regime 
would be a “redline,” and after recent reports of possible chemical weapons attacks the 
administration has agreed to arm the rebels. Additionally, Jabhat al-Nusra continues to amass 
weapons, territory, and influence in Syria. As such, the U.S. and possibly the French and British 
governments may now be compelled to act as the risks of allowing the Syrian conflict to rage 
indefinitely include greater regional conflagration and the demise of Syria. 

The longer the warring drags on the greater the chance for Syria to turn into a failed state, 
increasing the likelihood of regional destabilization and a growing presence of extremist 
groups like Jabhat al-Nusra. Without a significant shift in the balance of power through a major 
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increase in lethal assistance to the rebels, foreign military intervention, or a major diplomatic 
breakthrough, the conflict is unlikely to end in the near future. Unfortunately, time is the biggest 
enemy, and while the international community struggles to agree upon a way to end the crisis 
and the military conflict remains locked in a bloody stalemate, the Syrian people are forced 
to endure ever greater amounts of suffering while witnessing the destruction of their country. 
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On June 5, regime forces and Lebanese Hezbollah fighters wrested the Syrian border town 
of Qusair from rebel control, shifting the war’s momentum toward the Assad regime. 

Aided by hundreds of Hezbollah militants and continued support from Tehran and Moscow, 
regime forces are now poised to launch a major offensive against rebel positions in Aleppo, a 
vital city linking rebel positions in the North with Turkish supply routes.65 The decisive defeat 
of opposition forces at Qusair, combined with firmer evidence of the Assad regime’s usage of 
chemical weapons, provoked the Obama administration’s June 14 decision to begin arming the 
Supreme Military Council under Salim Idriss.66 As this paper goes to print, the insurgent fight 
in Syria strengthened following Obama's nod for supporting the rebel forces. Growing regional 
sectarianism has also spread, with incidents in Egypt and Lebanon traced to developments 
around the international proxy war in Syria. The fate of political negotiations is in question as 
militarization intensifies. 

June 24, 2013

Epilogue

21



Dissecting an Evolving Conflict: The Syrian Uprising and the Future of the Country

Endnotes
1  David Jolly, “Death Toll in Syrian Civil War Near 93,000, U.N. Says,” The New York Times, June 13, 
2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/14/world/middleeast/un-syria-death-toll.html?_r=0.  .

2  “SYRIA: A full-scale displacement and humanitarian crisis with no solutions in sight,” IDMC, July 31, 
2012,  http://www.internal-displacement.org/.countries/syria.

3  “Syria Regional Refugee Response.” UNHCR, May 15, 2012.http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/
regional.php .

4  Hania Mourtada and Rick Gladstone, “Two Archbishops Are Kidnapped Outside Northern Syrian 
City,” The New York Times, April 22, 2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/23/world/middleeast/
syria-lebanon.html.

5  Andrew Hammond, “The State of Syria’s Media: ‘Damascus Spring’ or Indian Summer?” World 
Press Review, January 3, 2012, http://www.worldpress.org/Mideast/886.cfm.

6  The Damascus Declaration for Democratic National Change, November 1, 2005, http://faculty-staff.
ou.edu/L/Joshua.M.Landis-1/syriablog/2005/11/damascus-declaration-in-english.htm.

7  “Interview with Syrian President Bashar Assad,” Wall Street Journal, January 31, 2011, http://online.
wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703833204576114712441122894.html.

8  “Egypt-Inspired Protests Across Middle East Meet Violent Clampdown,” Human Rights Watch, 
February 8, 2011,   http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/02/08/egypt-inspired-protests-across-middle-east-
meet-violent-clampdown.

9  Douglas Stanglin, “Syrian troops fire during protest in Latakia after Assad’s speech,” USA Today, 
March 30, 2011, http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2011/03/syrian-president-
speaks-to-country-amid-widespread-protests/1#.UWm6nL9m2JU.

10  “Kurds in Syria join protests calling for citizenship,” eKurd April 1, 2011, http://www.ekurd.net/
mismas/articles/misc2011/4/syriakurd301.htm.

11  Anna Skibinsky, “Fresh Protests Erupt in Syria,” The Epoch Times, March 16, 2011,  http://www.
theepochtimes.com/n2/world/fresh-protests-erupt-in-syria-53074.html.

12  U.S. Department of State, “Syria,” Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011, p.4, 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/186661.pdf.

13  Al-Khalidi, Suleiman, “Syrian Mourners Call for Revolt, Forces Fire Tear Gas,” Reuters, 19 March, 
2011, http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/19/us-syria-idUSTRE72I22020110319.

14  Joe Sterling, “Daraa: The spark that lit the Syrian flame,” CNN, March 1, 2012, http://www.cnn.
com/2012/03/01/world/meast/syria-crisis-beginnings.

15  Bassem Mroue, “Syria Forces Kill 3; Tens of Thousands Protest,” Huffington Post, July 1, 2011,< 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/01/syria-forces-kill-protesters_n_888482.html.

16  “Al-Assad lifts unpopular emergency law, special court,” CNN, April 21, 2011, http://www.cnn.
com/2011/WORLD/meast/04/21/syria.unrest/index.html. 

22



JUNE 2013
RepoRt 

17  Adrian Blomfield, “Syria: feared militia kills up to 21 people as protests continue,” Telegraph, March 
27, 2011, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/8409870/Syria-feared-militia-
kills-up-to-21-people-as-protests-continue.html.

18  Elizabeth O’Bagy, “Syria’s Political Opposition,” Middle East Security Report, 4 April 2012, p.15, 
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syrias_Political_Opposition.pdf.

19  In November 2012, most likely due to attempts by the regime to hinder the opposition’s ability to 
use the internet to coordinate efforts to oppose the Assad regime, the internet was temporarily cut off 
in the country. See: “Syria: Internet and mobile communication ‘cut off’,” BBC, November 29, 2012, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-20546302.

20  Elizabeth O’Bagy, “Syria’s Political Opposition,” p.22, http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/
default/files/Syrias_Political_Opposition.pdf.

21   https://www.facebook.com/Syrian.Revolution.

22  “Syrian navy gunships join attack on Latakia,” Financial Times, August 14, 2011, http://www.
ft.com/cms/s/0/ae12993e-c682-11e0-bb50-00144feabdc0.html#axzz2R4WMjvRH.

23  YouTube, July 29, 2011.. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8bS7lDTKwI.

24  During this period there was a large amount of disagreement among the members of the opposition 
about the question of taking up arms against the regime. Many felt that because the regime had such 
an overwhelming advantage in martial capabilities that it was unwise to try and challenge the regime 
in this area. Furthermore, there was the belief that using violent means to try and overthrow the regime 
played into Assad’s hands by showing that the opposition was in fact an armed insurrection, thus 
justifying his violent suppression. 

25 Safak Timur, “Syria’s opposition, rebels hold talks in Turkey,” AFP, December 1, 2011, http://www.
afp.com/en. http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hVBCFHwdu5UZ7BYSKEWWyz9
WMj4A?docId=CNG.f6d3a9636701d32f2295f7676a30b0bd.4a1.

26  Quickly after the formation of the FSA it transformed from a fighting force led by the founding 
officers into a name that all opposition fighters were collectively labelled. Today the FSA consists of 
a hugely diverse group of fighters that often take orders from its local officers rather than any FSA 
command structure. Thus, while there is some degree of cooperation between the FSA brigades, 
some have argued that the FSA is less a unified fighting force and more a brand. See: Aron Lund, “The 
Free Syrian Army Doesn’t Exist,” Syria Comment, March 16 2013, http://www.joshualandis.com/blog/
the-free-syrian-army-doesnt-exist/. 

27  In the response to the increase in violence, the Arab League sent observers into the country and 
specifically into Homs. This mission lasted only a month before being called off due to increasing 
levels of violence. See: Ayman Samir and Erika Solomon, “Arab League suspends Syria mission as 
violence rages,” Reuters, January 28, 2012, http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/28/us-syria-
idUSTRE8041A820120128. 

28  “Ban Ki-moon accuses Syrian regime of potential crimes against humanity,” Guardian, February 16, 
2012, http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/16/united-nations-syria-crimes-against-humanity.

29  “102 killed across Syria as bloody crackdown on opposition continues,” Al Arabiya, January 27, 
2012,  http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/01/27/190862.html.

23



Dissecting an Evolving Conflict: The Syrian Uprising and the Future of the Country

30  Stephanie Nebehay, “Most Houla victims killed in summary executions: U.N.,” Reuters, May 29, 
2012, http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/29/us-syria-un-idUSBRE84S10020120529.

31  See the full UN report here: http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A-HRC-21-50_
en.pdf.

32  Joseph Holliday, “Syria’s Maturing Insurgency,” Middle East Security Report, 5 June, 2012, http://
www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syrias_MaturingInsurgency_21June2012.pdf.

33  Neil MacFarquhar, “Syrian Rebels Land Deadly Blow to Assad’s Inner Circle,” The New York Times, 
July 18, 2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/19/world/middleeast/suicide-attack-reported-in-
damascus-as-more-generals-flee.html?pagewanted=all.

34  “Syria rebels capture northern Raqqa city,” Al Jazeera, March 5, 2013, http://www.aljazeera.com/
news/middleeast/2013/03/201334151942410812.html.

35  O’Bagy, Elizabeth, “Jihad in Syria,” The Institute for the Study of War, September 2012, p.22 http://
www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Jihad-In-Syria-17SEPT.pdf,.

36  Jabhat al-Nusra’s full name is Jabhat al-Nusra li-Ahl Al-Sham, or the Support Front for the People 
of Greater Syria. The group is believed to have been formed by members of al-Qaeda in Iraq, but was 
officially launched in January 2012.

37  Angus McDowall, “Militant group says was behind Aleppo air defense base assault,” 
Reuters, October 20, 2012, http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/20/us-syria-crisis-aleppo-
idUSBRE89J04720121020.

38   There was a feud in Bostan al-Qasr neighborhood in Aleppo in mid-December 2012, when Jabhat 
al-Nusra fighters attacked a peaceful demonstration. See: Rita from Syria. “All Armies - the Syrian 
Regime, the FSA and Islamist-Are Thieves,” Open Democracy, 27 December, 2012, http://www.
opendemocracy.net/rita-from-syria/all-armies-syrian-regime-fsa-and-islamist-are-thieves.

39  Rania Abouzeid and Tal Abyad, “In Syria, the rebels have  begun to fight among themselves,” TIME, 
March 26, 2013, http://world.time.com/2013/03/26/in-syria-the-rebels-have-begun-to-fight-among-
themselves/.

40  Martin Chulov, “Syria crisis: al-Qaida fighters revealing their true colours, rebels say,” Guardian, 
January 17, 2013,  http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jan/17/syria-crisis-alqaida-fighters-true-
colours.

41  Syria’s population breaks down into roughly 66 percent Sunni Arabs; 12 percent Alawite; 10 
percent Kurds; 10 percent Armenian, Assyrian, and Arab Christians; and 2 percent Ismaili, Druze, and 
other small minority sects.

42  Frederic C. Hof, “Syria 2013: Will The Poison Pill of Sectarianism Work?” Atlantic Council, January 
3, 2013, http://www.acus.org/viewpoint/syria-2013-will-poison-pill-sectarianism-work.

43  In September 2011, three prominent Alawite clerics denounced Assad’s violent tactics to put down 
the protests. Protests were commonplace throughout the Kurdish controlled areas in the early days 
of the conflict. See: http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/09/12/166498.html and http://online.wsj.
com/article/SB10001424052970203499704576620443224171146.html. 

24



JUNE 2013
RepoRt 

44  Despite Assad’s continual pointing out that the opposition is an al-Qaeda linked movement, he has 
at times sought the support of loyal Sunni clerics to drum up support for his war effort. In March 2013, 
a regime appointed Mufti issued a fatwa calling to fight for the regime. See: http://www.npr.org/blogs/
thetwo-way/2013/03/12/174098975/in-secular-syria-top-muslim-cleric-picks-sides-in-civil-war. The 
rise of the terrorist forces that Assad blames for being behind the uprising is partly due to Assad’s tacit 
support of al-Qaeda in Iraq when it was using Syrian territory to launch attacks against western troops 
and the fledgling government in Iraq.

45  Roba Alhenawi, Salma Abdelaziz and Nada Husseini, “Syrian protesters call for no-fly zone as 
death toll rises,” CNN, October 28, 2011,  http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/28/world/meast/syria-unrest.

46  Rick Gladstone, “Friction at the U.N. as Russia and China Veto Another Resolution on Syria 
Sanctions,” The New York Times, July 19, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/20/world/
middleeast/russia-and-china-veto-un-sanctions-against-syria.html.

47  “Russia to honour arms sales contracts to Syria,” The Telegraph, July 11, 2012, http://www.
telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/9392200/Russia-to-honour-arms-sales-contracts-
to-Syria.html.

48  See the full document on the UN’s website: http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/%28httpNe
wsByYear_en%29/18F70DBC923963B1C1257A2D0060696B?OpenDocument.

49  Ian Black, “Syria crisis: Russia and US disagree over political solution in Geneva talks,” Guardian, 
June 29, 2012,  http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jun/29/syria-crisis-russia-us-disagree-political-
exit.

50  Robert Dreyfuss, “The First Good News for Syria,” Middle East Online, May 9, 2013, http://www.
middle-east-online.com/english/?id=58647.

51  In March 2013 the seat was temporarily given to the Syrian Opposition Coalition. However, it was 
later withdrawn until the group forms a transitional government to which they can then officially give 
the seat to.

52  Mustapha Ajbaili, “Turkey alarmed by Kurdish control of northern Syria,” Al Arabiya, August 11, 
2012, http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/08/11/231701.html.

53  Charles Krauthammer, “Syria’s ‘reformer’,” Washington Post, March 31, 2011, http://www.
washingtonpost.com/opinions/syrias-reformer/2011/03/31/AFy4JFCC_story.html.

54   “Syria Regional Refugee Response: Inter-agency Information Sharing Portal,” UNHCR, http://data.
unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php.

55  “Echo Factsheet: Syria Crisis,” European Commission, May 11, 2013,  http://ec.europa.eu/echo/
files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf.

56  Nour Malas and Jay Solomon, “U.S. Formally Recognizes Syria’s Main Rebel Group,” The Wall 
Street Journal,  December 12, 2012, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB100014241278873243392045781
73272657834096.html.

57  “US prepares $130m military aid package for Syrian rebels,” Guardian, April 20, 2013, http://www.
guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/20/us-syria-130m-military-aid-package.

25



Dissecting an Evolving Conflict: The Syrian Uprising and the Future of the Country

58  Ahdam Saif Al-Din, “Syrian Opposition to Discuss Replacing Hitto as Interim PM–Source,” Asharq 
Alawsat, May 7, 2013, http://m.asharq-e.com/content/1367942672275175700/Top%20Stories.

59  Anne Barnard, “Hezbollah Takes Risks by Fighting Rebels in Syria,” The New York Times, May 7, 
2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/08/world/middleeast/hezbollah-takes-risks-by-fighting-rebels-
in-syria.html.

60  “Al-Nusra Front warns Suleiman that “Beirut will be burned,” NOW, April 24, 2013, https://now.
mmedia.me/lb/en/nownews/al-nusra-front-warns-suleiman-beirut-will-be-burned.

61  “Lebanon issues warrant for Syrian spy chief,” Al Jazeera, February 4, 2013, http://www.aljazeera.
com/news/middleeast/2013/02/20132414472566777.html.

62  “Syrian helicopter opens fire on Lebanese town,” Al Jazeera, June 12, 2013, http://www.aljazeera.
com/news/middleeast/2013/06/2013612112942565798.html.

63  Assad’s initial response was to refuse to negotiate with groups that had taken up arms. On  
February 11, 2013, he appeared to be more open to talks, but then appointed Ali Haidar, an official 
perceived as lacking any authority to negotiate a transition, to the minister for national reconciliation. 
Haidar later said that any talks would not be about how to transfer power but about how to hold free 
elections, which Assad has stated on several occasions that he would run in, effectively precluding 
the chance for negotiations. See: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/11/syrian-minister-meet-
opposition-leader. 

64  Jeremy Herb, “Menendez offers bill to arm Syrian rebels,” The Hill, May 6, 2013, http://www.
thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill/policy-and-strategy/297983-menendez-introduces-bill-to-arm-syrian-
opposition. And: Josh Rogin, “Top Democrat endorses Syria no-fly zone,” Foreign Policy, March 19, 
2013, http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/03/19/top_democrat_endorses_syria_no_fly_zone.

65  Alistair Dawber, “Syria: Fears for Aleppo as Hezbollah fighters bolster Assad’s forces,” The 
Independent, June 16, 2013, http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/syria-fears-for-
aleppo-as-hezbollah-fighters-bolster-assads-forces-8661053.html.
66  “Text of White House Statement on Chemical Weapons in Syria,” The New York Times, June 13, 
2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/14/us/politics/text-of-white-house-statement-on-chemical-
weapons-in-syria.html?ref=middleeast.

26



Institute for Social Policy and Understanding

T he Institute for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU) is an independent nonprofit 
think tank committed to education, research, and analysis of U.S. domestic and foreign 

policies issues, with an emphasis on topics related to the American Muslim community.

Since its inception in 2002, ISPU has built a solid reputation as an organization committed 
to objective, empirical research and continues to be a valuable source of information for 
policy makers, scholars, journalists and the general public. Our research aims to increase 
understanding of Muslims in the United States while also tackling the many policy issues 
facing all Americans. We provide cuttingedge analysis and policy recommendations through 
publications, conferences, government briefings and media commentary. ISPU firmly believes 
that optimal analysis and treatment of social issues mandates a comprehensive study from 
several different and diverse backgrounds. As social challenges become more complex 
and interwoven, ISPU is unique in its ability to bring this new approach to the human and 
social problems facing our country. Our multidisciplinary approach, in partnership with 
universities, think tanks and other research organizations, serves to build understanding 
and effect lasting social change. Further information about ISPU can be obtained from our 
website at www.ispu.org.

The New America Foundation

The New America Foundation's Middle East Task Force seeks to inform and deepen the 
debate on U.S. policy towards the Middle East through dialogue, policy research, and 

events that target practitioners, policy makers, opinion leaders, the American public, and 
the international community.

Directed by Leila Hilal, the Task Force focuses on offering strategic solutions to the long-
standing Israeli-Palestinian conflict and new conflicts in Syria and elsewhere; analyzing 
the transitions underway in the Middle East and North Africa, with a special emphasis on 
constitutional and civil initiatives for change; rethinking U.S. foreign policy priorities; and 
helping to elevate regional voices and perspectives on U.S. foreign policy debates.

Working closely with partner institutions in the United States and abroad, the Task Force 
aims to lay the groundwork for stability, security, and peace in a region vital to U.S. strategic 
interests.



43151 Dalcoma, Suite 6, Clinton Twp., Michigan 48038 | 1.800.920.ISPU (4778) | info@ispu.org

www.ispu.org

Institute for Social Policy and Understanding


